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Cariboo Regional District 
Solid Waste Advisory Committee (SWAC) – June 13, 2022 – Meeting Minutes 
 
Present: Al Richmond, Tasha Seymour, Peter Jarvis, Oliver Berger, Derek Kitamura, Tera Grady, 
John MacLean, Pat Mahood, Steve O’Hara, Vince Benner 
 
Absent: Cory Delves, Dan Harrison, Jared Taylor, Mary Forbes, Sherri Jonkman, Davee 
Palmantier, Enver Hrbinic, Joanne Doddridge, Leonard Cook, Leslie Glen, Tyron Harry 
 
The meeting was called to order at 2:02 pm. 
 
Agenda: 
1. Call to Order 

a. Adoption of the Agenda 
2. Adoption of Minutes 

a. April 20, 2022 
3. Consultation Update 
4. Current Reality Updates 
5. Options Feasibility 
6. Planning Process and Timeframe 
 
1. Call to Order 
The motion to approve the agenda was made by Peter and seconded by Derek.  
 
2. Adoption of Minutes 
The minutes were approved; Peter made the motion to approve the minutes, Derek seconded 
the motion, none were opposed, and it was carried. 
 
3. Consultation Update 
Tamara reviewed the consultation engagement to date and plans for future consultation. SWAC 
meetings have taken place with proceedings posted following review and approval by the 
Board’s Solid Waste Committee. For Phase One, a community survey and virtual town halls took 
place June 2021. Continued engagement with the public has taken place through publications in 
Local Dirt Magazine, the Green Gazette, and the District’s Upfront newsletter. For Phase Two, 
an options survey with corresponding fact sheets will be developed prior to engaging the 
community in a second series of town hall meetings. It could be an option to send out 
additional mailers to residents who may be more impacted by plan options (e.g., fringe areas 
slated for curbside collection).  
 
4. Current Reality Updates 
Tera provided current reality updates for recycling and waste volume, system costs, revenue, 
waste composition, garbage tonnage, and some recycling tonnages as distributed across the 
region.  
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New information was shared to show cost and tonnage specific to a 2019/2020 average. The 
total annual expense of the system is $8.8 million (including City of Quesnel costs). A total of 
41,590 tonnes of garbage are landfilled per year, which is an equivalent of 657 kilograms per 
person. Reaching the Provincial average of 500 kg per capita per year would require a 157 kg 
reduction while reaching the Ministry’s 350 kg per capita per year target would require a 
reduction of 307 kg.  
 
Annual recycling tonnage was also quantified and includes 1,846 for Recycle BC material from 
depots and curbside, 6,618 tonnes concrete and other aggregate, and 7,707 tonnes wood 
waste for co-generation.  
 
The total cost per tonne was updated to show waste to landfill plus other recycling-related 
charges; landfilled waste per tonne is $212 while the average cost per tonne for all materials 
generated (including recycling) is $154 per tonne.  
 
Compostable organic diversion potential was reviewed along with the facility costs of an 
estimated $4.5 million for processing up to 5,000 tonnes of organics per year. Provincial and 
federal grant funding options were discussed, but CRD and member municipalities would still 
need to contribute to capital funding which could be amortized over a 20-year period. Annual 
costs would range from $37.50 per tonne to $62.50 per tonne depending on facility location. 
Operational costs could range from $33 to $70 per tonne.  
 
It was emphasized that resident cost options for this option and other system costs will need to 
be clearly delineated for future consultation, and the corresponding estimated cost per 
household. A detailed discussion took place to explore how Quesnel landfill tonnage and 
corresponding costs break out between the CRD and the City of Quesnel. Taxation based on 
property values across the region were also discussed, and it was noted the range is significant.  


