TELEGRAPH TRAIL WITHIN THE CARIBOO REGIONAL DISTRICT

BULKLEY-NECHAKO
REGIONAL DISTRICT

CENTRAL COAST
REGIONAL DISTRICT

BRITISH COLUMEBIA |

MOUNT WADDINGTON
REGIONAL DISTRICT =

Trail Marker

Plaque
Collins Overland Telegraph Wackn ater portion
1865

—

STRATHCONA, =
REGIONAL DISTRICT /

Tl =
S~
FRASER-FORTNGEORGE
REGIONAL Dlgl‘.ﬂ‘IEET

N

Hridge Trail Marker

THOMPSON-NICOLA
REGIONAL DISTRICT

Horsefly
.

Lake
4 150 Mile House

108 AMH Swore &
Telegraph Office

THOMPSON-NICOLA

y REGIONAL DISTRICT

—

SQUAMISH-LILLOCET

" REGIONAL DISTRICT |
& 3 P /
d Notes: * Based on survey plans of telegraph line and Cariboo Wagon Trall
Lsgan ** Yukon Telegraph Trail Is based on the map of Northern Interior of BC 1907 by A.G. Morice

I CARO0 WAGON TRAL (TELEDAAS ¢ M TR TELNGRAR AL T CHD remeE

0 20 40 80 120 |N_




N

BC Register of Historic Places: PDF Data Entry Template

For more information please refer to Preparing and Submitting Records for the BC Register of Historic Places guideline document.
[[Jdenotes a mandatory field

COMMON NAME Unique Provincial ID
Telegraph Trail

Other Name(s)

LOCATION
Street Address Municipality Locality PID#

Location Description
Extending the length of the Cariboo Regional District, including that portion of the Collins Overland Telegraph Trail and its successor the Yukon Telegraph Trail.

Latitude Longitude

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
Description

The Telegraph Trail is that portion of the Collins Overland Telegraph Trail and its successor Yukon Telegraph Trail that is located in the Cariboo Regional District. It is
approximately 275 kilometers long, extending from 70 Mile House in the south to its border with the Bulkley-Nechako Regional District northwest of Quesnel.

Within the Cariboo Regional District the original trail has been largely covered over by Highway 97.

This historic place is comprised of the trail, including the parts covered by Highway 97, and the several remaining telegraph offices that are still in evidence.

Heritage Value

The Heritage Trail is valued for its historical association with the Collins Overland Telegraph Line and with the Yukon Telegraph Line.

The Telegraph Trail is valued for its role in establishing communications between the Lower Mainland of British Columbia and the various communities in the Cariboo
region, most specifically those lying along the Cariboo Wagon Road between Cache Creek and Quesnel.

The Telegraph Trail is valued for its role in making possible the extension of telegraph service from the Lower Mainland through Quesnel to Barkerville.

The remaining telegraph offices, a prime example of which exists in its original state at the 108 Heritage Site, are valued for providing examples of the structures and
technology of their times.

The Telegraph Trail is valued for the reliance it placed on the use of First Nations trails north-west of Quesnel.
The remaining portions of the Telegraph Trail are valued for their use as recreational trails, by hikers and those interested in the history of the Province.
The 275 kilometer portion of the Yukon Telegraph Trail that extends the length of the Cariboo Regional District, is valued as a physical reminder of the history of both the

Collins Overland Telegraph and the Yukon Telegraph lines, and is valued for the critical role it played in maintaining communications along its entire length and for
opening up and expanding settlement along its route.

Character-defining Elements

m

Key elements that define the heritage character of the Telegraph Trail include:

* Portions of the original route through the entire length of the Cariboo Regional District

* Use as recreational trails

+ OlId telegraph offices and the remains of others along the original route

* The telegraph office complete with communication equipment, restored to its original state, located in the 108 Heritage Site

* The frequently visible landmarks which can still serve to unite and connect communities, albeit in a different manner than carried out by the original trail
 Artifacts such as wire and insulators found along the Telegraph Trail, and in private collections

This Statement Of Significance is in part a tribute to the late Andy Motherwell, former Cariboo Regional District Area “B” Director.
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THE COLLINS OVERLAND TELEGRAPH.*
In the fall of 1943 Brigadier-General James A. O’Connor,

commander of the United States North-west Service Command,

and officer in charge of the building of the Alaska Highway, pre-
sented to the Provincial Archives, Victoria, and to the City of
Vancouver, photostat copies of the Papers of Colonel Charles S.
Bulkley. The same year a third copy was presented to the
Library of the University of British Columbia by Mr. Isaac
Burpee, of Portland, Oregon.’

These gifts drew attention to a valuable and unusually inter-
esting record in the early history of British Columbia, for here,
in the even, back-sloping penmanship, and the formal, almost

elegant style of the 19th century, is a detailed account of one of

the most ambitious schemes of that adventurous period: the
attempt to bridge the distance which separates Europe, Azia, and
North America by building an inter-continental telegraph line.
In the long lines of communication necessary to accomplish this,
the unexplored northern wilds of British Columbia were to be an
important link. That this ambitious attempt ended in failure
was in no way the fault of its originators. They were merely
the losers in 2 race with time; for the final successful laying of

* For two interesting and informative accounts of the Overland Tele-
graph see James D. Reld, The Telegraph in America and Morse Memorial,
New York, 1888, Chapter 29 (pp. 508-17), and Donald McNicol, * Pioneer
Attempt to Establish Telegraph Communication "Between America and
Europe,” Telegraph and Telephone Age, July 1, 1828, pp. 28994, Some
time ago Mr. McNicol assembled an outstanding collection of books, pamph-
lets, clippings, manuscripts, ete., relating to the history of telegraphy, and
in 1941 presentsd it to the Library of Queen’s University, Kingston, where
it i3 known as the McNicgl Collection. It includes some of the original cor-
respondence between Collins, the Western Union Telegraph Company, and
officials in Russia. This and mueh other material was made available to
the writer through the kindness of Mr. E, C. Kyte, Librarian of Queen's
University. e .

(1) The original manuseript iz in the poasesgion of the Library Asgocis-
tion of Portland, Oregon. There ig no title-page, and the Library of the
University of British Columbla has catalogued its copy as: Charles S.
Bulkley, Papers: Comprising correspondence relative to the Colling Over-
land Telegraph Scheme, July, 1865-June, 1867,

British Columbia Historioal erearlvl, IVol. X.._..'P:‘Ip. 3

Tlustration on opposite puge, courtesy, The Canadian Geoprephical Journal, . .
187 3 :
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the Atlantic cable came in July, 1866, and rendered superfluous
a Russian-American overland telegraph-line. '

The scheme was a logical step in the development of tele-
graphic communication. The first public line in England was
built between London and Slough in 1843; the following year
the first line in America was opened between Washington and
Baltimore. In Canada the first telegraphic communication was
established in 1846, between Toronto and Hamilton. By the
early sixties a vast network of lines had been built in Europe
and in Eastern North Ameriea; and in October, 1861, a trans-
continental line was completed to San Francisco.

In the meantime the idea of submarine cables, to carry lines
from continent to continent, had already been entertained. The
discovery of gutta-percha as an insulating material, in 1848, gave
a great impetus to this plan. The first effective cable was laid
between Dover and Calais in 1851, and by 1854 there were sev-
eral cables operating successfully between England, Ireland, and
the Continent. In 1856 the Atlantic Telegraph Company was
formed, and the following year an attempt was made to lay an
Atlantic cable. This ended in failure when the cable broke and
could not be recovered. In 1858 another attempt ended in
momentary success. The cable was actually laid from shore to
shore; but less than three months after its triumphant comple-
tion it faltered and fell silent. It was this second failure, which
was widely accepted as proof that a trans-Atlantic cable would
be impracticable for many years to come, that led to the develop-
ment of the overland scheme as an alternative means of linking
the great centres of Europe with those of the United States,

The chief originator and promoter of the overland telegraph
was Perry McDonough? Collins, about whom strangely little is
known. His name appears in none of the standard biographical
dictionaries, and a careful search for information made some
years ago produced only the barest outline of his early career.

(2) Collins seems to have spelled his second name “ McDonough,” as his
name is given as * Perry McD. Collins ” on the title-page of 4 Voyage Down
the Amoor. This was getuzlly incorrect, for, as noted later, he was named
after two American naval officers who won distinction during the War of
1812—Thomas Macdonough and Oliver Hazard Perry.




1946 THE CoLLINS OVERLAND TELEGRAPH. 189

. . Collins was born about 1813 in a village up the Hudson, probably
Hyde Park [since made famous by its associations with Franklin D. Roose-
velt), and was named after the [American] naval heroes of the war of 1812,
Commodores Perry and MacDonough [#i¢]. As a young man he came to
New York to seek his fortune, with no particular adventages in education
or family influence, He was attracted to New Orleans and for a while
worked for a Mississippi steamship company, probably as a clerk. . . .

During the gold rush in 1849, Collins went to Califarnia by way of
Panama and formed a partnership as a banker and dealer in gold dust
with the father-in-law of U. 8. Grant, the firm heing kmown as Collins &
Dent. . . 3

We know also that he was called to the Bar in California.
But Collins was a promoter by nature, and he himself has re-
corded how his mind was soon busy with plans extending to
distant horizons :—

For several years previous to 1855 [he wrote in 1860], while residing
in California, I had given much study to the commercial resources of the
Pacific side of the United States, especially in connection with the opposite
coast of Agia. I had already fixed in my own mind upon the river Amoor
[Amur] as the destined channel by which American commercial enterprise
was to penetrate the obscure depths of Northern Asia, and open a new
world to trade and civilization, when news arrived in 1855 that the Russians
had taken possession of the Amoor country, and formed a settlement at the
mouth of the river.  Greatly interested by this event, the important conse-
guences of which my previcous speculations enahled me fully to comprehend,
I proceeded to Washington in search of accurate information on the subject.
. + + What I chiefly deaired was to examine the whole length of the Amoor,
and ascertain its fitness for steamboat navigation. That point settled in
the affirmative, everything else was sure to follow as a matter of course,

At Washington, I had conferences with President Pierce, Secretary [of
State] Marcy, and the Russian Ambassador, which resulted in my appoint-
ment, March 24, 1856, as Commercial Agent of the United States for the
Amoor River.

Armed with thia commission, and with letters to influential personages
at St. Petersburg, I started without delay for the Russian Capital, resolved
te traverse the empire from West to East, cross Siberia, enter Tartary, and,
if possible, descend the Amoor river from its source to its mouth. . . .4

This adventurous journey Collins completed without mishap.
He was delayed for six months in St. Petersburg and Moscow,

(3) From a sketch of Colling’s life compiled about 1928 by Professor
Philip B. McDonald, of the Department of English, College of Engineering,
New York University. MeNieol Collection,

(4) Perry MeD: Collins, 4 Voyage Down the Amoor, New York, 1860,

pp. 1-2.
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but the time was far from being wasted. He spent his days
cultivating the acquaintanece of influentizl officials, and in gain-
ing their good-will towards hia plans to promote trade and
improve communications. When he finally left Moscow on
December 3, 1856, he was firmly established in their good graces.

For interesting reading, Collins's A Voyage Down the Amoor,
published in 1860, can hold its own with many a modern travel
book. In prose that may be formal, but is never tedious, he
describes his winter journey, mostly by cariole, across the icy
highways from Moscow to Irkutsk, and his barge voyage down
the Ingoda, Shilka, and Amur rivers in the late spring and early
summer of 1857. Nikolaevsk, at the mouth of the Amur, was
reached on July 11, and Collins was encouraged to find that a
number of American business houses had recently established
branches there, and that several American veasels were in port,
In August he sailed for home, and some months later arrived
back in San Francisco. ‘

It is usually said that Collins went to Russia to promote the
overland telegraph project, but there is little evidence that this
is so. No reference to the scheme appears in his account of his
travels, and at the time he seems to have been concerned solely
with ascertaining ways and means whereby American goods

could be carried into Siberia. While at Chita, he corresponded

with the Russian authorities regarding the possibility of building
a railway from Kyakhta to Irkutsk, which would form a link
between the tributaries of the Amur River on the one hand and
the river systems of the Siberian interior on the other; but the
telegraph nowhere appears in the story. It was undoubtedly
the failure of the first attempt to lay an Atlantic cable, which
was & topic of the day when he returned to the United States,
and the subsequent fate of the 1858 cable, that brought the tele-

graph to the fore in Colling’s mind. He himself had just trav-

ersed some of the moat difficult country through which an over-
land line would have to pass; he had seen no insurmountable
obatacles there, and he was convinced that the scheme was prac-
tical. If he could secure some aid from the United States Gov-
ernment, interest the Western Union Telegraph Company, and
enlist the influence of his Russian friends, he was confident that
the great scheme would not prove impossible of accomplishment.
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By 1860 Collins was ready to approach the United States
Government. This he did by submitting a memorial in which
he cutlined his plan and asked the “ aid of Congress, in order to
make a thorough exploration and survey of the coasts, islands,
and seas of the Russian possessions, both in Asia and America,”
from the mouth of the Amur to the northern limits of British
Columbia’ (Alaska, it will be remembered, was at this time
still Ruseian territory.) 'The memorial was referred to the Com-
mittee on Commerce of the House of Representatives, and Con-
gressman John Cochrane, its chairman, submitted the Commit-
tee’s report on February 18, 1861. The verdict was entirely
favourable. The report reviewed the obstacles of weather and
geography which stood in the path of the scheme, and declared
that none of them was insurmountable. As far as climate was
concerned, it was * known to practical working telegraphists that
high latitudes add to rather than retard the electric current.”
This had been proven on the lines from Berlin to St. Petersburg
—all to the north of 47°, and in part as. high as 60° north lati-
tude.®! The fact that the only submarine cable regquired—that
acrosa Bering Strait—was no more than 40 miles in length was
turned to good account, for the report expressed the conviction
that ocean cables of great length were impracticable, and pointed
out that thiz meant that “ without some new plan by which a
telegraph can be constructed . . . Europe and America must
remain as far asunder as if electricity had never been discovered,

or Morse, Wheatstone, Amphere, and Siemens never had lived.”?

“ Under all the cireumstances,” the report conecluded, * the com-
mittee recommend an adequate appropriation by Congress, in
order to carry out successfully the views of the petitioner, and
for that purpose report a bill.”8

(6) Perry McD. Colling, Overland Fxplorations in Siberis, Northern
Asiz and the great Amoor Country; . . . with Map and Plan of an Over-
land Telegraph Arcund the World, New York, 1864, p. 405. The appendix
to this volume (pp. 391-467), which was a reissue of Collins’s A Voyage
Down the Amoor, carries the story of the negotiations regarding the tele-
graph scheme down to May, 1864

(6) Ibid., pp. 4056,

(7) Ibid, p. 408,

(8) Ibid, p. 418,
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The appropriation recommended was $60,000; but the bill
fell by the wayside. Continuing his campaign, Colling returned
to the attack the following year. Upon this occasion his me-
morial was considered by the Senate Committee on Military
Affrirs, and the report was presented by Senator Milton S.
Latham on February 17, 1862. Once again the verdict was
entirely in Collins's favour. The report noted, for one thing,
that the gap that had to be closed to link Europe and the United
States was steadily diminishing. When Collins had first pro-
posed the project it had extended from St. Louis to Moscow.
Since that time the Russians had determined to build a line from
Moscow to the mouth of the Amur, and the telegraph was
actually in operation as far as Perm, in the Urals. In the United
States a transcontinental line had been completed to San Fran.
cisco in October, 1861, and its extension northward to Qregon
was assured. “We hold the ball of the earth in our hand,”
Latham declared, “and wind upon it a network of living and
thinking wire, till the whole is held together and bound with the
same wishes, projects, and interests,'®

Collins had incorporated in his memorial two letters of more
than ordinary interest. One was from Samuel Morse, who
stated that although the project would doubtless develop its own
peculiar problems, he could see “ no insurmountable difficulties ”

in its way.!® The other was an enthusiastic endorsation from .

Hiram Sibley, founder and president of the Western Union Tele-
graph Company, which had just completed the San Francisco
line. This read in part:—

The cost of the line [to San Franeiseco] will not exceed one-half the
lowest estimate made when the contract was awarded to me; and ouf men
are pressing me hard to let them go on to Behring’s strait next summer,
and (as you say to me) “if I had the money,” I would go on and complete
the line and talk about it afterwards.

If the Russian government will meet us at Behring's strait, and give the
right of way, &ec., through their territory on the Pacific, wa will complete
the line in two years, and probably in one.

(9) Speeches of Hon, Milton S. Latham delivered in the Senate of the
United States, . . . and Report from the Mililary Commitiee, on Tele-
graphic Communication between San Francisco and the Amoor River, . . .
Washington, 1862, p, 29.

(10) Ibid., p. 30. Morse to Collins, November 29, 1861.
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in London, covering the portion of the line which would pass
through British Columbia.’t In the meantime, Colling had for-
mally submitted to the Western Union Telegraph Company the
terma upon which he would be willing to agsign to them his rights
and privileges in the plan. He asked for $100,000 in paid-up
stock, the right to subscribe to another $100,000 in stock, and a
cash payment of $100,000 “ as compensation for eight years’
service in securing the grants.”'® These terms were submitted
to the Board on March 16, 1864, and accepted unanimously.1¢

The Western Union, on its part, undertook to build a tele-
grap-line from some point “ not east of Chicago '’ to the mouth
of the Amur River.2"

About this time Collins submitted a third and last memorial
to Congress. This was referred to the Senate Committee on
Commerce, which, in turn, asked for an expression of opinion
from William H. Seward, Secretary of State. Two passages
from Seward’s reply, dealing with Collins's status, and the nature
of the concessions for which he was asking, deserve quotation:—

. I have, not without design, called it Mr. Collins® enterprise. It is
truly his, because it was he alone who coneeived and projected it, and who
has clothed it with the substantial form which enables the three great States,
whose concerted action he golicity, to canse it to be put in operation. But
in another sense it is entitled to be regarded as an enterprise of the govern-
ment of the United States. During all the time that Mr. Collins has been
engaged in maturing and geveloping it, and presenting it to the considera-
tion of Russia and Great Britain, he has been acting under the instruction
and with the approbation of the Department of State, and a knowledge of
that fact has not been withheld from Congress.

1865, by Hiram Sibley (for the Western Union) and I Tolstoy (for the
Russian Telegraph Depattment). See letter, Tolstoy to the Company, August
24, 1885, in the McNicol Collection. The friendly relations that Collins had
established with the Russians shows up in the correspondence that took
place at this time. In 1866, when Tolstoy was made a Count for his dili-
gence in promoting the overland telegraph, the Company at once sent off
a cordial letter of congratulation. See the copy in the MeNieol Collection.

(14) Colling, Overland Explorations, p. 448.

(15) Reid, The Telegraph in America, p. 510-11, Collins’s proposal was
first formally submitted to the Western Union Company on September 28,
1863. Ibid, p. 510. The actual terms were arranged later,

(16) Ibid., p. 510.

(17} Collins, Overland Ewplorations, p. 447.
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The work is not more difficult than that we have already accomplished
over the Rocky mountains and plains to California; and, in my opinion, the
whole thing is entirely practicable, and that, too, in much less time and with
much less expense than is generally supposed by those most hopeful, No
work costing so little money was ever accomplished by man that will be so
important in its results.ii

Upon this occasion the appropriation recommended was
$100,000. Once again no money was actually voted, which is
not surprising, as the Civil War was raging at the time; but
many men in public life had become interested, and the Western
Union Telegraph Company had definitely entered Collins's pie-
ture. Thus, in spite of internal strife, American ambition soared.
Latham was not alone in feeling that the moment was less
inopportune than it seemed.

Let this not be called an improper time to present this subject to Con-
gress, becanse we are engaged in a war for our national existence, and
because we are already taxing the whole energies and resources of the
nation in a time of great peril; let us rather say that the United States is
not only able to suppress rebellion at home, but able also to extend her great
commereial and scientific power over the earth.

Buch an enterprise as this telegraph from San Pranciseco to Asiatie
Ruseia will only strengthen our power as a great commereial nation, and

evidence to the world that we surrender nothing to the eircumstances of
the hour. . . .12

Collins’s dream was, indeed, well on the way to being realized.
Only the possibility of a successful Atlantic cable stood in its
path.

The next two years were filled with complicated negotiations.
Collins first of all returned to Russia, and there, on May 23, 18683,
an agreement was signed that authorized construction »f that
part of the overland line that would pass through Siberia and
Russian-America. The rights granted were for a period of 33
years.!* On February 9, 1864, a parallel agreement was reached

(11) Ibid, pp. 80-31. Sibley to Collins, Qctober 16, 1861,

(12) Ibid, p. 81, Latham, a Senator from California, was at this same
time pressing vigorously for the establishment of a Lne of steamers from
San Francisco to Shanghai; sse his comprehensive speech on this project in
#bid, pp. 2-18. This line sctually eame into being when the Pacific Mail
steamer Colorado sailed for the Orient on January 1, 1867.

(18) Collins, Overland Ezplorations, p. 448. After Collins had assigned
his rights to the Western Union Telegraph Company, new artieles of agree.
ment, granting the privileges directly to the Company, were signed in March,
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What Mr. Collins asks of Congress is, the grant of a right of way across
the public lands, with the right to take therefrom materials necessary for
constructing the line; the use of a national vessel, suitably officered and
equipped, to make surveys and soundings along the north Pacifle coast,
beyond the limits of the United States, and to aid in prosecuting the work;
and, finaily, a stipulated compensation for the government use of the line,
when it shall be constructed. If the views I have submitted are just, thia
demand for patronage {s neither unneecessary nor unreasonable,18

This time Collins received substantially what he asked for.

A second edition of Collinsg’s account of his Agiatic travels
was published in 1864, no doubt ag part of his eampaign to gain
suypport for his great project. The text proper was left
unchanged, but the title-page was altered, a map was inserted,
and the history of the overland scheme was dealt with in detail
in a 7T7-page appendix. The map not only indicated the route of
the proposed line, but included projected extensions to India,
China, Japan, and Australia. At the time of publication the
Russian trans-Siberian telegraph had been completed as far as
Irkutsk, while on this continent a line had been carried north-
ward from San Francisco to Portland, Oregon.1®

The work of actually organizing the undertaking was the
next step.

Financially, the arrangements were relatively simple.
A Waestern Union Extension Company was formed, and its
activities were financed by special “ Extension Stock” issued
by the Western Union Telegraph Company. The cost of the
5,000 miles of line was not expected to exceed $300 per mile, or
$1,500,000 in all; and although the authorized capital was
$10,000,000, consisting of 100,000 shares of $100 each, only
20,000 of these were issued at first, and only 5 per cent. had to
be paid down., Western Union shareholders were given a
preference, and they promptly took up practically the entire
issue, which was regarded as an excellent investment.?

{18) Seward to Zachary Chandler, Chairman of the SBenate Committee
of Commerce, May 14, 1864; guoted in Colling, Overland Explorations, pp.
464, 466.

(19} See foot-note 5 supra.

{20) Reid, The Tslegraph in Americe, p. 511. For a facsimile of an
Extension Company stock certificate see Dote and Dashes, VIL, November,
1931, p. L.




196 CORDAY MACKAY. July

The Extension Company’s service was organized on a quasi-
military basis, both to improve discipline and because it was
thought the plan would give the Company’s officers more prestige
when dealing with foreign and native peoples. Camp gnards
were posted, reports were submitted, and aceounts kept, more
or less in army style. Many of the leaders of the various expedi~
tions had had military training and experience; those who had
not were given appropriate honorary ranks.

For the post of Engineer-in-Chief, the Company chose Colcnel
Charles 8. Bulkley, who had been in charge of the United States
Army’s military telegraph system in the Department of the
Gulf, The choice was an excellent one, for Bulkley was not only
able and experienced, but ' was universally respected and
trusted; and he entered his new appointment with the unbounded
confidence of all parties,””?! TUnder him were three field superin-
tendents, one assigned to each of the three vast segments of
territory through which the telegraph-line was to pass. Frank-
lin L. Pope, of New York, one of the best-known telegraphic
engineers of the day, who later became the partner of Thomas A.
Edison, was given the rank of Major and appointed Chief-of-
Explorations in British America-—that is to say, in British
Columbia. Robert Kennicott, a distinguished young explorer
and naturalist who had added immensely to the collections of the
Smithsonian Institution, was appointed to the corresponding
post in Russian-America. 2 Serge Abasa, a Russian, took charge
in Siberia. Another notable figure was Captain Edmund Conway,
who came to British Columbia as Chief of Construetion Parties.
Conditions here were different than elsewhere. For some hun-
dreds of miles the telegraph-line would parallel such well-
established travel routes as the Cariboo Read. These sections
Conway could start to build immediately, while Pope devoted his
energies to trail-blazing through the less-known north country.

Kennicott had stipulated that he should be permitted to enlist
a number of assistants, who eould collect natural history speci:

(21) Reid, The Telegraph in Ameriea, p. 512.

(22) For an account of Kennicott's career, the diary of his remarkable
expedition to the Northwest Territories and the Yukon in 185962, and other
documents, #ee James Alton James, The First Scientifie Bxploration of Rus-
sign America and the Purchase of Alaska, Evanston and Chicago, 1942
(Northweztern University Studies in the Soecial Sciences, No. 4).
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mens, and a full-fledged “ Scientific Corps,” which even boasted
a flag of its own, took to the wilderness with the various exploring
expeditions. The group consisted of six young scientists and a
volunteer assistant. Several of the former became widely known
in later years, notably J. T. Rothrock, W, H. Dall, and H. W.
Elliott. Frederick Whymper, the artist, joined one of the parties
when it called at Victoria, and spent two years in the interior of
Alaska 23

Bulkley was appointed in August, 1864, and immediately set
about the immense task of organizing and setting in motion the
far-flung enterprise. After completing preliminary arrange-
ments in the East, he left New York on December 13 for San
Francisco, where, in January, 186b, he opened offices on Mont-
gomery Street.2 There he pressed forward the work of engaging
a staff and devising means whereby hundreds of workmen could
be mustered in the wilds. To carry men, equipment, and supplies
to their appointed places a Marine Service had to be organized,
and from first to last the Extenzion Company owned or charterad
more than a score of ships. It had already been arranged that
the schooner Milton Badger and the bark Clara Bell should carry
wire, insulators, and other telegraphic supplies from New York
to the Pacific Coast; and Bulkley purchased a number of addi-
tional vessels in the spring of 1865, Including the steamer
George S. Wright and the barks Palmetto and Golden Gate. The
U.S.8. Shubrick was made available by the TUnited States

{23) In 1913, at the request of the late E. 0. S. Scholefield, then Pro-
vineia] Librarian and Archivist, Dr. Rothrock deseribed his experiences in
& lengthy letter (dated West Chester, Penn., January 11, 1913) now filed
in the Provincial Archives. “ The pecuniary inducement offered the scien-
tists,” Rothrock recalled, “ was board, transportation end thirteen dollars
a month. It probably was a fair expression of the estimate placed upon
selentific endeavor by the business end of the enterprise” W. H. Dall
described his part in the overland telegraph scheme briefly in the volumé
entitled Alaska and ite Resources {Boston, 1870)., Henry W. Elliott became
an authority on Alaska, and in 1888 published An Arctie Provinece: Alaska
and the Seal Islands; only incidental reference is made therein to the over-
land telegraph. Frederick Whymper’s interesting Travel and Adventure in
the Territory of Alaska, formerly Russian America, London, 1868, describes
his experiences in detail. The flag of the Scientific Corps is shown in Dall,
p. 627,

{24) George Kennan, Tent Life in Siberia, New York, 1888, p. 3.
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Government, while across the Pacific the steam corvette Variag
was placed at the disposal of the Company by the Russian
Government. '

In apite of his utmost efforts, Bulkley found it impossible to
get the various expeditions under way as promptly as he had
hoped. In British Columbia, as we shall see, Conway was able
to make relatively good progress, but elsewhere the preliminary
arrangements lagged. The ships that had been aszembled at
San Francisco were not ready for service until June, and even
then Bulkley still had no means of sending an advanee party to
Siberia. At this opportune moment the brig Olgs, a private
trader, happened along, bound for Kamchatka, and Bulkley was
able to arrange a passage in her for Major Abasa, and three
assistants—James A. Mahood, a civil engineer, E. J. Rush, and
George Kennan, who later wrote an interesting account of the
work of the Asiatic Division in a volume entitied Tent Life in
Stberia.t

The Olga sailed from San Francisco on July 3. Nine days
later Major Kennicott and a corps of assistants left for Alaska
in the George S. Wright and Golden Gate. Pope and Conway
had already reached their appointed field in * British America.”
Colling’s scheme was at last fairly under way.

It is usually said that British Columbia owed her first {ele-
graphic connection with the ocutside world to the Collins Overland
scheme; but, strictly speaking, this is not so. Before the
Extension Company was even organized, the Californiz State
Telegraph Company had completed a line from San Francisco to
Portland, and was arranging to carry it farther northward.
Horace W. Carpentier, President of the Company, visited British
Columbia early in 1864, and on March 1 he petitioned the Legis-
lative Council for permission to extend this line to New West-
minster. The response was prompt and favourable. Within
ten days the Couneil had passed and the Governor had approved
the ordinance known as the First Telegraph Act, 1864. This

(28) Firat published in New York in 1870. In 1885, Kennan returned
to Siberie as leader of an éxpedition sponsored by the Century Magozine
to investigate the Russian penal system and penal colonies there. A series
of articles published in the Century in 188890 were expanded into the two-
volume work entitled Siberia and the Fzils Systemn (New York, 1891).
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Captain Edmund Conway (eentre) ahd a group of Overland Telegraph officinls. Crptain J. C.
Butler, who explored the Skeena and Stilcine rivers in 1866, is on the extreme Jeft,
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Conrtesy, The Canadian Geographical Jonrnal.

Buckley House, Takla Lake, in 1866.
From a pen-and-ick sketch in the Provincisl Archives, based on » wateroclour by Franklin L. Pope.
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Courtesy, The Canadian Geographical Journal.

The famous suspension bridge builf by the Indiana over the Bulkley
River at Hagwilget. It wns bound together with telegraph-wire left in the
wilderness when the Overland Telegraph scheme wes sbondoned.
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gave the California State Telegraph Company building and
operating rights within the Colony for a period of 25 years, on
condition that work commenced within five months, and was
completed within thirteen months, on a line that would
“place . . . New Westminster in telegraphic communication
with the United States and the Canadas. . . .”% Later, rights
and Company were both alike swallowed up by the Western
Union; but the fact remains that the line was assured before
these developments occurred.

Edmund Conway’s diaries for 1864 and 1865, which were
presented to the Provineial Archives some years ago by his
daughter, Miss Alice Conway, enable us to follow his movements,
and the progress of the overland telegraph in British Columbia,
in some detail. He first came to New Westminster in November,
1864, and spent some weeks in friendly negotiations with
Governor Seymour and other officials. One result was that early
in 1865 the Legislative Council passed the International Tele-
graph Ordinance, which gave to “ Perry Macdonough Collins, his
associates and assigns ” the right “to survey, and . . . con-
struct and maintain " the section of the overland line that would
pass through British Columbia. Construction was to commence
by January 1, 1867, and to be completed by January 1, 1870;
thereafter New Westminster was to be kept “ in complete and
continuous telegraphic communication with the whole telegraphic
systems of the United States and Russia. . . .” This accom-

(26) British Columbia, Legislative Council, An Ordinance to encourage
the construction of ¢ Telegraph Line, connecting British Columbia with the
telegrapk lines of the United Stotes, and for other purposes. No. 9, 1864:
passed by the Council, March 8; received Governor's assent, March 10.
Actually the rights were givern to the President of the California State
Telegraph Company “and to his smceessors in office, or assigns.”” The
Ordinance gave certain rights to Carpentier exclusively, and on the grounds
that this was contrary to the policy of the British Government, the Colonial
Secretary disallowed the Act. The result was An Ordinance to amend the
“ Firgt Telegraph Ordinance, 1864, No. 9, 1866: passed by the Counecil,
January 30; assented to February 22. This re-énacted the original Ordi-
nance, minus the ofending ¢lauses. Some have contended that the Colontal
Office’s primary objective was to delay construction of a telegraph line from
the United States, as an overland telegraph line from Canada to British
Columbia ' was wunder discussion at this -time. See¢ the two Parliamentary
returns known as the “ Telegraph Papers” (London, 1863 and 1864).
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plished, the builders were to be confirmed in their rights for a
period of 88 years.2”

The Extension Company hoped to have the line nearly finished
by the beginning of the specified construction period, let alone
the end of it. In November, R. R. Haines, Assistant Superin-
tendent of the California State Telegraph Company, had written
to Governor Seymour stating that working-parties were then
about 10 miles north of Seattle, and that he hoped that they
would reach New Westminster by the middle of January. This
hope was not fulfilled, but events nevertheless moved at a lively
pace. February saw the arrival of J. L. Pitfield, who was to be
the Extension Company’s agent in New Westminster. He and
Conway established temporary offices in the Columbia Hotel.
The excitement aroused in the little city was intense, and the
British Columbian referred editorially to the wondrous fact that
New Westminster, “an infant city established only 6 years
before amid towering trees that seemed to smile on man’s puny
efforts . . . was to be linked with the electric systems of
Agia, Europe and North Africa.” It was an hour of triumph,
and the editor could not resist the temptation to have a thrust
at the Royal City’s “ jealous and grasping neighbour.” “ We
understand,” he wrote, with obvious satisfaction, “it is not
in contemplation to establish a branch to Vietoria, 28

{27) An Ordinance to encourage the construction of a line of Telegraph,
connecting the Telegraphs of British Columbia with the Telegraph lines of
Russin, the United States and other Countries, and for other purpeses. No,
5 of 1866: passed by the Council, January 26; assented to February 21.
This Ordinence provided that all telegraph materials required for the con-
struction or repair of the line should be admitted duty free up to January 1,
1870. Tt was followed in 1866 by An Ordingnce to incorporate The Western
Union Telegraph Company, in lew of the Western Union Telegroph Exten-
gion Company (No. 8 of 1866: passed January 29; assented to January 81),
At thiy point the Western Union Company proper took over the rights, ete.,
which had been granted to Collinz and to the Extension Company.

(28) British Columbian, February 25, 1865. Victoria was finally linked
to the mainland by telegraph in 1866, when cables were laid between the
Sannich Peninsule and San Juan Island, between San Juan and Lopez
inlands, and between Lopez Island and the Washington mainland. Com-
munication was established between New Westminster and Vietoria on
April 24, 1866.
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Governor Seymour seems to have been much interested in the
telegraph, and the first line actually placed in operation in
British Columbia extended from the city proper to Government
House, a distance of about a mile, This was completed, with
appropriate fanfare, on March 6. On the 17th the T.8.S.
Shubrick arrived, with Colonel Bulkley on board; but the
Engineer-in-Chief hurried on to Alaska after a stay of only one
day. However, the Shubrick brought the cable that was to be
laid across the Fraser River, and Conway had already arranged
to use Governor Seymour’s steam yacht, the diminutive Levia~
than, to place it in position.2? A first attempt failed, owing to
stormy weather, but on March 21, the laying was completed
successfully. The Governor himself acted as steersman, and in
recognition of the international character of the event, the atar-
spangled banner floated proudly overhead. The first message
transmitted read as follows:—

Opposite New Westminster,
March 21st, 1865, 11:45 a.m.

To the Editor British Columbian.

We have to announce that the Cable is Jdid and working.
Tt was Jaid in seven (7) minutes.
Telegraph.s0

Another month passed before through communication was
finally established with the cities to the south. Colonel Bulkley,
who paid a second flying visit to New Westminster on April
11-12, missed the great event by only a few days. On April 18
the line to Seattle waz at last in working order, but rejoicing
was cut short when over it came the shocking news of the
assassination of President Lincoln, which had occurred on the
14th. .

It is interesting to note that Bulkley was not satisfied with
this southern connection. On April 22 he wrote to his old chief,
Colonel Anson Stager, General Superintendent of United States
Military Telegraphs:—-

(29) The steamszhip Great Eastern was frequently referred to as the
Leviathan, and the editor of the British Columbian remarked in the issue
of March 25, 1865: “ It is rather an interesting coincidence that while the
submarine cable will be laid across the Atlantic by the big Leviathan that

across the Fraser is about to be laid by the little Leviathan.”
(30) British Columbian, March 23, 1B65.

:
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It will be useful should you find in the futore that a line from Salt Lake
city down Lewis River is necessary to connect the Overland telegraph, . . .

The California Line to New Westminster, our present conneetion, is -
badly constructed and part of it through the gigantic forest growth of
Oregon and Washington; this part will ever be subject to frequent breaks.’!

Conway was now free to push forward the Overland Tele-
graph proper. He had already spied out the land as far as Hope,
and now set off on another expedition that carried him as far as
Lytton. On May 25, Franklin 1. Pope, Chief-cf-Explorations in
British Columbia, arrived in New Westminster with a group of
assistants and workmen, and on the 31st he and his party left
for the Iaterior. On June 17 the schooner Milton Badger com-
pleted her long voyage from New York, and Conway at last had
the wire, insulators, and other materials essential for actual
construction.

Thereafter exploration, the location of routes, the clearing of
the right-of-way, the erection of poles, and the stringing of wires
all proceeded apace. From New Westminster the line was to
follow the south bank of the Fraser River as far as Hope, and
wire was being strung from pole to pole within 48 hours of the
arrival of the Milton Badger® On June 27 the river steamer
Lillooet laid the Overland Telegraph’s own cable across the
Fraser,®® and thereafter at times it was possible to maintain
contact with some of the working parties. Building operations
were soon in full swing both above and below Yale. On the
upper reaches of the line Conway opened an office at “ Cornwall’s
ranch,” a few miles from the Ashéroft of to-day, on August 2,
and another at Clinton two days later. Lower down, the line
was completed and commenced working to Hope on August 17,84
According to the British Columbian the first dispatch transmitted
read as follows :—

(81) From the copy of the letter in the McNicol Collection.

{32} This and many of the other dates and details cited are taken from
Captain Conwey's manuseript Diaries, in the Provincial Archives.

(33) British Columbian, June 29, 1866. The report states that this
cable was a short distance below that laid by the California State Telegraph
Company. The Iatter extended from Albert Crescent to Brownsville,

(34} Edmund Conway, Diaries.
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Hope, B.C., August 18, 1885.

To Mr. Grelley, Colonial Hotel, New Westminater.
Send a bottle of champagne to the Telegraph Office to Mr.
Conway with the compliments of
Landvoigt.35
Champagne was apparently abundant in those days, for on
August 26, when the line was completed to Yale, another request
came over the wire directing Mr. Grelley to deliver a hottle to
J. W. Pitfie]ld, the Extension Company's New Westminster
agent.s
More important than these local {rivolities was the telegram
Conway received at Hope, on August 21, which informed him
that the latest attempt to lay an Atlantic cable had ended in
failure. Thus cheered on his way, Conway travelled on to Soda
Creek, Alexandria, and Quesnelmouth. Construction gangs
followed hard on his heels, and his diary records that the line
was completed to Quesnel at 3 p.m. on September 14, “ Great
enthusiasm prevailing.” The distance from New Westminster
was 435 miles, and Conway might well feel satisfied with his
brief season’s work. ‘
Far from being content to rest on his laurels, however,
he turned his attention immediately to the all-important
northern explorations. Here the plan of attack was threefold.
In Russian-America, Kennicott was to push into the interior
from St. MicHael, with Fort Yukon as his first objective. That
point reached, his parties were to push southward as far as
possible. In British Columbia Pope was to start north from
Quesnel, with the ultimate object of reaching Fort Yukon, if
he did not first make contact with some of Kennicotf’s men.
Finally, Conway had been instructed to have some one explore
the Skeena, Nass, and Stikine rivers, both to gair some knowl-
edge of the country through which they flowed, and with a view
to carrying in supplies for the various survey parties that would
be passing through the region.
This last assignment Conway gave to Captain Horace
(“ Tom "} Coffin, of the small sternwheel steamer Union. The

(35) British Columbian, August 19, 1865.
(36) Ibid., Angust 28, 1865.
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choice was a logical one, for the previous year Coffin had taken
the Union to the Northwest Coast on a trading ecruise, and in
the course of his wanderings had pioneered steam navigation
on the Skeena.® His activities in 1865 were summarized as
follows in Conway’s report to Colonel Bulkley :—

In compliance with your instructions of July 22d 1865, to have the north-
ern rivers explored and supplies taken to our interior line of explorations,
I beg leave to report, that I started the steamer Union, in command of Capt.
Horace Coffin to make the neressary explorations. Captain Coffin left New
Westminster on the 30th of August 1866, entered the mouth of Skeena river
on the 16th of September, The steamer ascended the river 90 miles, at this
point two cances were loaded with supplies. They succeeded in getting
them up to Agglegate village on the 28th of September, distance from the
mouth of the river 218 miles.

I enclose a list of supplies, stored at this village, they will probably be
consumed by Major Pope's party, as the village is within four days travel of,
Connolly’s, or Babine lake.

The steamer entered the mouth of Nasse river on the 9th of Dctober and
ascended 43 miles. The party succeeded in ascending with cances forty
miles above the steamer, total distance 83 miles.

Captain Coffin considered it too late in the season to explore the Sticken,
s0 he returned to New Westminster, arriving there on the 3d of November,
I sent a full load of supplies on the steamer, thinking they might succeed in
getting them to Stewarts lake. These supplies are stored at Fort Simpson,
where they will come handy next year. I enclose you a list, in casze you
should need them. . . 34

Major Pope started his expiorations from Quesnel on July 4.
At first his party numbered twenty-five, but by the time he had
reached Fort St. James the difficulty of transporting supplies
had become apparent, and he reduced his foree to fifteen. This
number included Dr. J. T. Rothrock, the botanist, and Pope
decided to send him on ahead to establish winter quarters for a
select party of eight or ten men, while he himself looked after
the supply problem. Rothrock left Fort St. James on August 7,
and after some searching chose a site at the northern end of
Takla Lake., There, with the expert help of George Blenkinsop,
an old Hudson’s Bay man, he built Bulkley House. Heavy frosts
started by the end of the month, but the buildings were ready

(37) See Norman R, Hacking, * Steamboating on the Fraser in the
¢ Sixties,’ ” British Columbiz Histerical Quarterly, X. (1846), p. 27,

(38) Conway to Bulkley, December 30, 1866; in Charles S. Bulkley,
Papers, pp. 268, Conway itemized the cost of the expedition, which totalled
$2,860.
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before winter really commenced, and Pope succeeded in laying
in adequate supplies. In addition, he was able to examine the
whole of a proposed route for the telegraph from Quesnel to
Bulkley House, by way of Fort St. James and Stuart Lake, and
to submit & detailed report, complete with map, to Conway.#

Conway himself was ready to leave Quesnel on Septemher 20,
and spent exactly two months on a trip that tock him first to
Fort St. James and Bulkley House, and then on still farther
north to Fort Connelly. This done, he returned to his head-
quarters in New Westminster, where he spent the next few
months preparing for the resumption of construction-work in
the spring.

In San Francisco, Colonel Bulkley was similarly employed.
Amongst other things, a thorough overhauling of the Marine
Service was necessary, and Bulkley passed a busy winter. The
schooner Milton Budger was sold, as she had proven unsuitable
for the Company’s work. The steamer George S. Wright, which
had shown herself to be a most useful little vessel, was recon-
ditioned after a tempestuous ocean crossing from Kamchatka
in which she had nearly gone to the bottom, taking Bulkley with
her. The clipper ship Nightingale was purchased and made the
flagship of the reconstituted fleet.#® The barques H. L. Rutger
and Onward were also acquired, and the sternwheeler Mumford
was built specially to order on Puget Sound.

(39) Ses Pope to Conway, November 6, 1865; Bulkley Papers, pp. 27-82.
Additional details are given in Rothrock’s long letter to E, Q. 8. Beholefield,
dated January 11, 1913, in the Provineial Archives (see foot-note 23 supra).
The party that wintered at Bulkley House celebrated Christmas as elabo-
rately as circumstances permitted. For an account of the festivities see
British Columbian, April 11, 1868; also Corday Mackay, “ Christmas Day—
Cloudy and Cold at B.C.’s Bulkley House, 1866, in magazine section, Van-
couver Daily Province, December 22, 1845, where much of the original
account is reprinted.

{40) The Nightingals had had a strange career. Built as a model clip-
per ship, intended to be placed on display at the time of the great London
exhibition of 1851, she was sold at auction before completion, and after
safling as a merchantman for a time, was employed in the African slave
trade. Ultimately she was seized, condemned, and purchased by the United
States Nevy Department, which used her as a guard and store ship during
the Civil War. See E. W. Wright (ed.), Lewis & Dryden’'s Marine History
of the Pacifie Northwest, Portland, Ore,, 1895, p, 149.
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Tt was Bulkley’s hope that these and the numerous smaller
craft at the disposal of the Company would prevent a repetition
of the delays that had made progress in 1865 less rapid than
he had expected. In Alaska results had been particularly
disappointing, for he had been unable to land Kennicott and his

party at St. Michae] before September. As a result, they had

been able to do little more than establish winter quarters at
Nulato, and make plans for the future. In Siberia, however,
though months would pass before Bulkley was aware of the fact,
Major Abasa and his three assistants were making phenomenal
progress in their preliminary reconnaissance. George Kennam,
one of the four, has left a detailed account of his adventures in
the volume entitled Tent Life in Siberia, and for the present
purpose it is sufficient to note that, in the course of only seven
months, and in the dead of winter, the little party actually
covered the immense distance from the mouth of the Amur to
the mouth of the Anadyr. Moreover, as Abasa reported with
obvious and justifiable pride, * the route of the telegraph-line
[had been] located on the whole distance.”4t

So matters stood when the widely-scattered parties had
finished their first seasons in the field.

The events of 1866 can be chronicled more briefly. So far as
British Columbia is concerned, Captain Conway’s summary
report to Colonel Bulkley reviews the season’s activities in
adequate detail :—

San Francisco. Cal Febry 19th 1887
Col Charles Bulkley :
Engineer-in-Chief
W.U.T. Russian Extension
Sir .
I beg leave to lay before you a brief report of the season’s work for 1866.
In the fall of 1385 the only route known for operations, north of Fort

Fraser, being by Fort St. James and Lake Tatla, I had six men employed

st Quesne! during the winter, constructing large bateaux for the transpor-
tation of supplies and material from Quesnel, There were five strong,
clinker built boats constructed, each to carry four tons, Fearing, that I
would not be able to hire men for the boating parties at Quesnel, I deter-
mined to engage Stekine and other Indians from the coast, at New West-

(41) Abasa to Bulkley, April 10/March 29, 1866; in Bulkley Papeis,
p- 87, .
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minster, and take them up the wagon road. This afterwards proved & very
fortunate move,

I arrived at Quesnel on the 1st of May, and succeeded, after great diffi-
culty, in getting together 25 white men, with whom, and sixty animals, I
commenced work on the 14th of May, eighteen miles north of Quesnel. Owing
to the excitement created about the Big Bend gold mines, I found it almost
impossible to hire men at Quesnel, which I did, by allowing them ten days
pay. On the 17th of May my foree was increased by the arrival of 25
chinemen. By the 1st of June I had 150 men; 86 in construction camp,
26 packers with 160 animals; 38 white men and Indians transporting sup-
plies in bateaux hetween Quesnel and Fort Fraser. The Fraser triver being
very high, and the current consequently very swift, the boats had great
diffeulty in getting up to Fort Fraser and only succeeded in making two
trips, when I was compelled to have the rest of our supplies brought up by
the trail.

We constructed the Telegraph road, and line fo latitude 55.42 N. and
longitude 128.156 W. The distance from Quesnel, by the road, is computed
at 440 miles, and by the wire 378 milez There are fifteen stations built,
a log house, with chimney, door and windows, 25 miles apart. We built
bridges over all small streams, that were not fordable, corduroyed swamps.
Al hillsides too steep for animals to travel over, wera graded, from 3 to
five feet wide. The average width of clearing the wood for the wire, is, in
standing timber, 20 feet; and in fallen timber, 12 feet. All underbruch and
smell timber is cleared to the ground, thus leaving the road fit for horses,
travelling at the rate of, from 30 to B0 miles per day. Double wires are
stretched scross all large rivers. Number of poles put up $246. Boats are
buflt for crossing the Bulkley and Westroad Rivers.

The Coast party, 23 men, under command of Jas, 1. Butler, left Vietoria
on Steamer Mumford on July 5th; they suceeeded in landing at Fort Stager
{Skeena River) 150 miles of material and 12000 rations. They also trans-
ported to Shakesville on the Stekine river 4500 Rations, and left at the
mouth of the Stekine over 200 miles of material, and near 20,000 Rations.

Owing to the uncertainty of our route, and the fast appreaching winter,
we were compelled to suspend work on the 2d of Oetober. The party
returned to the Skena River, from the point they had reached beyond it,
and came down to Fort Simpson in five flat bottomed boats, constructed at
Fort Stager. On the 18th of October the party left Fort Simpson on
Steamers Otter and Mumford for New Westminster, where they were paid
off during the latter part of October. The accompanying journal gives the
amount of work done each day, and the force employed. I also forward
the map of our route, which will deseribe the country in detail much better
than I can poasibly do in a report.42

{42) Unfortunately the reports and meps to which reference iz made in
this and other letters are not included in the Pepers of Colonel Bulkley at
present available.
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In concluding this brief report, I can assure you, that we constructed
in every respect, & first class line, omitting nothing, that would help in
making it a good working, and durable line. It runs through an extremely
favourable country, and is constructed in such & manner, that it can be kept
in repair with but little diffieulty, and at not a very great expense.

I cannot spesk too highly of the Officers and men employed in the
American Division during the past season, they overcame all chstacles cheer-
fully and willingly. Mr. Butler, commanding the coast party, deserves
great credit for the energy displayed by him in transporting supplies up
the Skena and Stekeen Rivers. The Division Quarter Master Mr. Burrage,
gave great satisfaction, and kept the paerty well supplied with provisions
and material. The foremen, Messrs, Decker and Bradley displayed great
energy, and left behind them first class work,

I am very respectfully
Yours most obedt. servant

(Signed) E, Conway
Late Supt American Divisionds

In addition to being superintendent of construction, Conway
was also given direct charge of explorations in 1866. These were
devoted, first, to the task of finding the best route from Fort
Fraser to the Skeena River, and, secondly, to probing the
mysteries of the great area still farther to the north, lying
between the Skeena, Nass, and Stikine rivers.

Conway seems never to have been satisfied with the Fort
St. James-Bulkley House-Fort Connelly route that he and Pope
had examined in 1865: hence the explorations from Fort Fraser.
He thought first of carrying the line through the Babine country,
. but inquiries led him to believe that it would be practicable to
build farther west, and carry it in an almost direct line from
Fort Fraser to Hagwilget, an Indian village on the Bulkley River
about 3 miles from its junction with the Skeena. In May and
June of 1866 two of his men went over this route carefully, and
found it satisfactory in every essential. Conway promptly
adopted it, and, as the report already quoted indicates, the line
was completed over the whole distance before the season ended,
Half a century later this portion of the Overland Telegraph-was
paralleled very closely by what is now the Prince Rupert branch
of the Canadian National Railways. From Fort Fraser (to use
the place-names of to-day) railroad and telegraph alike followed

(43) Conway to Bulkley, San Francisco, February 18, 1867; RBulkley
Papers, pp. 168-60. (Paragraphing revised; otherwise quoted verbatim.)
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the Endako River, skirted Burns Lake and Decker Lake, and
then followed the Bulkley to Hagwilget.s¢

From the latter point the telegraph crossed over to the
junction of the Skeena and Kispiox rivers; and near the present
village of Kispiox the Western Union Extension crew built one of
their stations, Fort Stager.®* This was as far as the line was
ever placed in operation. Construction was carried about 25
miles up the Kispiox River (which was known for a time as the
Collins River), but the wire simply ended in the wilderness.«

The northern explorations were commenced during the winter
of 1865-66 by Pope and Rothrock, who used their winter quarters
at Bulkley House as a sort of base camp. After two shorter trips,
undertaken to enable him to learn more about the technique of
winter travel, Rothrock and two companions set out in January,

18686, explored the country to the westward, reached the Skeena

River, and descended it as far as Kitsalas before turning
homeward., Late in February, Pope, accompanied by George
Blenkinsop and two Indians, left Bulkley House, determined to
reach and descend the Stikine River. This extraordinary trip
of some 500 miles they accomplished in 70 days, despite great
hardships and privations. In March, Rothrock set out once more
from Bulkley House, and made & prolonged journey northward.
His route is not known in any detail. ** When I wag there,” he
himself has explained, “the country was unnamed—no one
knew, except by conjecture, where any of the small streams went,
further than that they went East or West. I had no means of
fixing my position astronomically, except approximately and

{44) By rail, the distance from Fort Fraser iz 192 miles.

(46) Named after General Anson Stager, under whom Bulkley had
served in the United States Military Telegraphs.

(46) The route of the Overland Telegraph throughout its length is
shown clearly on the so-called * Trutch map,” which was compiled in 1870,
but includes additions to January, 1871. The correct title is: Map of British
Columbin to the 56th Parallel, North Latituds. Compiled and drown at the
Lands and Works Office, Victoria, B.C,, under the direction of the Honble.
J. W. Truteh , . . Chief Comunissioner of Lands and Works and Surveyor
General. 1871, London: Edward Stanford, 1871. On this map the tele-
graph-line is carried up the east bank of the Kispiox for 40 miles or more;
then it crosses the river, and ends in a valley a few miles to the west.
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crudely by the altitude of the pole star.” Thutade Lake and some
branch of the Finlay River were the only landmarks that could
be identified with any certainty. Rothrock’s own opinion was
that he probably reached a point about 70 miles E.S.E. of Dease
Lake, which would bring him very near the upper reaches of the
Stikine.+

(Other expeditions were made from Shakesville, a vanished
village on the Stikine that seems to have been located z few miles
below the present Glenora. Scovell, one of Conway’s men, after
being forced back in a first attempt, succeeded during the summer
in reaching Kuldo, on the upper Skeena. Byrnes, a member of
another party, who had explored the Fort Fraser—-Hagwilget
route, and later struck out into the country north of the Skeena,
actually travelled 1,500 miles hetween April and October. * Too
much cannot be said in praise of these men,” Conway wrote to
Colonel Bulkley, “* the hardships which they had to encounter,
were fearful; being compelled to pack their blankets and
supplies on their backs, and this through a country covered with
underbrush, fallen timber, swollen rivers, and other numerous
obstacles.” 4

It is remarkable to find that neither in Conway's reports, nor
in a lengthy communication addressed by Colonel Bulkley to the
Executive Committee of the Western Union Telegraph Company
as late as March 1, 1867, is any reference made to the successful
laying of the Atlantic cable. On July 27, 18686, the steamship
Great Eastern had nosed into Heart's Content Harbour, New-
foundland, and her crew had brought ashore the end of a cable
that stretched all the way to Ireland. There is an impression
abroad that this event led to the immediate abandonment of the
Overland Telegraph scheme; but this is not sc. Work continued
in British Columbia until October, when it would normally have
ceased for the winter:; and even then Conway sent Thomas
Elwyn to winter guarters at Shakeaville, on the Stikine, with
instructions te “ send out small parties towards the Skeena, Take

(47) Rothrock to Scholefield, January 11, 1913. MS., Provincial Archives.
(48) Conway to Bulkley, San Francisco, February 19, 1867; Bulkley
Papersg, p. 182. This report on the explorations covers pp. 161-2.
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and Chilcat Rivers, and also towards Dease House and Yukon.''
There still remained the hope that the cable would fall silent, as
its predecessor had done in 1858, and until time returned a
verdiet upon its reliability, the Overland project remained alive.

In British Columbia, it is true, it may be said to have con-
tinued to exist only in a state of suspended animation; but in
Alaska and Siberia, where news travelled slowly, a year passed
before the great enterprise was abandoned. The official decision
to stop work was taken by the Directors of the Western Union
Company in March, 1867, and on March 27 William Orton,
Vice-President of the Company, wrote to Secretary of State
Seward :—

All doubts concerning the capacity and effieiency of the ocean cables, are
now dispelled, and the work of construection on the Russian line, after an
expenditure of $3,000,000, has been discontinued.50

In his reply Seward recognized the facts of the case, and
continued ;:—

T would not have the Atlantic cable become dumb again if thereby I could
immediately secure the success of the Inter-Continental Pacific Telegraph
enterprise which was committed t3 your hands. Nevertheless, I confess to
a profound disappointment in the suspension of the latter enterprise.bil

The purchase of Alaska was pending at this time, and no
doubt Seward was disappointed that the completed line had not
been carried that far. Progress in Russian-America had, on the
whole, been less rapid than elsewhere. - This was partly due to
the death of Robert Kennicott, who collapsed suddenly at Nulato
in May, 1866. Colonel Bulkley appointed W. H. Dall as his
suecessor, but it was some time before word of Kennicott’s death
reached the outside world, and Dall could arrive to take over.
After spending the winter at Nulato, Dall and his party started
up the Yukon River on May 26, 1867, still blizsfully ignorant of
what had happened in the outside world. On June 23 they

(49) Ibid., p. 162, It was in the course of the winter explorations in
1866—67 that Telegraph Creek, on the Stikine River, was named. This has
led many to assume that the Overland Telegraph actually reached the
Stikine, but this is not so. Telegraph Creek was the spot at which it was
intended that the line should eross. It happens to be the spot at which the
Dominion Government Telegraph Line to the Yukon actually does cross the
river to-day.

{50) Reld, The Telegraph in Ainerica, p, 516,

(1) Ibid.
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reached Fort Yukon, and there saw copies of the Nor' Wester,
a journal published in the Red River Setflement, that anncunced
the successful laying of the Atlantic cable. Six days later an
advance party returned from a winter trip to Fort Selkirk, and
on July 8 the whole expedition left for St. Michael, where they
arrived on the 25th, There they were met with the news that
the Collins enterprise had been abandoned; and Frederick
Whymper recalls that the men’s feelings caused them “ to hang
black cloth on the telegraph-poles, and put them into mourning.”s2
In Siberia, actual construction of the telegraph-line was well
started, but the work had been much delayed by the late arrival
of the supply-ships. Major Abasa and his men weited weary
months before the Clara Bell arrived from San Francisco in
mid-August of 1866 with 50,000 insulators and brackets, and
for other essential equipment they had to await the coming of the
Palmetto, on September 19. A third vessel, the Onward, got
only as far as Petropavlovsk, which meant that for immediate
purposes she did not arrive at all.5®
News of the success of the Atlantic eable arrived on June 1,
1867, when the New Bedford whaler Seq Breeze entered the
harbour of Gizhiga, the port at which most of the supplies for
the Siberian parties were to be delivered. Six weeks later, on
July 15, the slow-moving Onaward arrived with orders to cease
work. The summer was spent in gathering up the widely-
- scattered construction parties, and early in October the barque
set sail for San Francisco. The last of the Overland Telegraph
officials to leave Siberia included two of the first to arrive—
James Mahood and George Kennan. They, and two companions,
decided to return home by way of European Russia, and they
set out on their great overland trek soon after the Onward
disappeared over the horizon.5

The collapse of the Overland Telegraph was a severe blow
to the Western Union Company, but it made no attempt to shirk
the unpleasant financial consequences. The Company issued

(52) Wymper, Travel and Adventure in Alagka, p. 241.

(63} Ses Kennan, Tent Life in Siberia, pp. 369 et seg. A great store of
information about the Siberian division of the Colling venture is to be found
in the many letters from Major Abasa included in the Bulkley Papers.

(64) Kennan, Tent Life in Siberin, p. 421 et seg,
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$8,170,292 in bonds to redeem the Extension stoek, and although
this meant that it wag footing the bill, the market value of
Western Union stock did not fall. “ Some denounced this
proceeding,” one authority notes, “ but as the stockholders [of
the Extension Company] were almost wholly also holders of the
Western Union Company stock, it was generally acquiesced in.”58

Colling himself seems to have fared reasonably well finan-

cially, and to have emerged from the enterprize with a modest

. competence. In 1876, at the age of 63, he moved to New York,
and took up residence in the St. Denis Hotel, in lower Manhattan.
There he lived for no less than twenty-five years, and during
that time he handled his investments so well that when he died
on January 18, 1900, at the ripe old age of 88, he left a consider-
able fortune. Seventeen years later his niece and heir, Kate
Collings Brown, bequeathed the sum of $550,000 to New York
University, the income from which was to be used for scholar-
ships in the Universgity’s College of Arts and Pure Science, and
in the College of Engineering. In the interval Collins himself
had been so completely forgotten that these scholarships had
been awarded annually for a decade or more before anyone
thought of drawing attention to the ultimate source from which
the money came® To-day he still remains a forgotten man,
although his world-girdling scheme is recalled now and then by
a journalist in search of a good story that has hoth a modern
touch and a romantic flavour.5”

The fate of the hundreds of miles of telegraph line that the
Extension Company actually constructed in British Columbia
is not without interest. When the “ cease work ” signal was
received, a blockhouse was built at the end of the line and filled
with equipment “ as a silent hope that the Atlantic venture might

{bB) Reid, The Telegraph in America, p. 517.

(56} Mr. Donald MeNicol seems to have been primarily responsible for
the effort that was made to find out gomething about Collins personally, and
bring it to the attention of the University and the students recefving the
awards. Most of the detafls given are taken from the sketch of Collina’s
career prepared by Professor Philip B. McDonald, of New York University,
to which reference has already been made,

(67) For o recent example gee W. H. Deppermann, “ Twe Cents an
Acre,” in North American Review, 245 (1938}, pp. 126-33. Thiz article
was abridged and reprinted by the Reader’'s Digest.
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again result in disaster.”*® ¥Fort Stager was kept manned until
1869, when John MeCutcheon, the last operator there, abandoned
the station and left ' with thirteen large canoces loaded with
provisions and clothing.”®® In the meantime the line had
remained in gctive commercial operation as far as Quesnel, and
in 1868 it had been extended to Barkerville. However, the
Western Union Telegraph Company took little interest in it, and
in February, 1871, the Government of British Columbia secured
a perpetual lease of all the Company’s lines that lay within the
Colony. In July of the same year British Columbia became a
Province of Canada, and the Dominion Government, in accor-
dance with the terms of union, took over the lease. During the
next decade the line to the Cariboo was repaired and largely
rebuilt, and various new lines and cables were added to the
system, including an all-Canadian connection with Vietoria.
Finally, in September, 1880, the Government purchased all the
Western Union Company’s property and privileges. It secured
an extraordinary bargain, for the price paid was only $24,000,
and the deal ended subsidies and brought in revenues that
between them amounted to $25,000, even in the first years.

Between Quesnel and Fort Stager the line was left to go to
wrack and ruin:. W. F. (later Sir William) Butler has described
how he chanced upon its remaing in the course of the great
Journey described in The Wild North Land :—

Crossing the wide Nacharcole River, and continuing south for a few
miles, we reached a broadly cut trail which bore curicus traces of past
civilization. Old telegraph poles stood at intervals along the forest-cleared
opening, and rusted wires80 hung in loose festoons down from their tops, or

(68) R. N. Young, “ Collins Overland Telegraph,” in Telegraph and
Telephone Age, July 1, 1922, p. 288,

(59) Ibid. John MecCutcheon later settled in the Chilliwack distriet,
where he died relatively recently. Other long-lived survivers of the Over-
land Telegraph days included George Kennan, who died in 1924, and Lecnard
Bright, who joined the Nighiingals as a cabin boy in 1866. He was still
alive, aged 87, in 1984,

(60) The reference to rust recalls the fact that it is often assumed that
the wire used would be copper. Mr. Donald McNicol is of the opinion that
it wag 8-gauge iron wire, and notes the fact that the Indiars are said to
have used bits of it for nails, which would scarcely have been practicable if
the wire had been copper. To the best of his knowledge copper-covered iron
wire was first used in 1872, and single-strand copper wire did not come into
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lay tangled amid the growing brushwood of the cleared space. A telegraph
in the wilderness! What did it mean?

When civilization once grasps the wild, lone spaces of the earth it seldom
releases its hold; yet here civilization had once advanced her footsteps, and
apparently shrunk back again frightened at her boldness, It was even so;
this trail, with its ruined wire, told of the wreck of a great enterprise.6l

This chance encounter occurred in May of 1873. Here and
there in the wilderness great piles of wire, insulators, and other
equipment survived, and may still survive. Occasionally the
Indians made use of these materials, as, for instance, in the
construction of the celebrated bridge at Hagwilget. But as
decade followed decade, two or three place-names, notably Tele-
graph Creek and the Bulkley River, became the most enduring
survival of the great enterprise. The telegraph-line itself, and
the memory of Perry McDonough Collins, whose imagination and
tireless effort had brought it into existence, virtually disappeared.

CorpAY MACKAY.
VaAxNcouver, B.C.

use until 1877. See carbon copy of letter, McNicol to Professor D. W.
Hering, December 20, 1986, in McNicol Collection.

(61) W. F. Butler, The Wild North Lond, 4th edition, London, 1874, pp.
353-4.
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Points of Interest

{1) Whittier Creek Campsite #1

An undeveloped campsita on a narrow grassy valley
close to the raad. There is no bridge where the trail
crosses the creek. If the trail is flooded by a beaver
dam, use the log 100 metres upstream to cross. Small
narking lot where the trail crosses the Blackwater
Road

(2) Whittier Creek Campsite #2

Several grassy spots along the creek in a solitary
ocation. Undeveloped campsite. Fishing. Be careful
with fires.

(3) First Telegraph Station Site
The site of the first telegraph station northwest of
Quesnel,

(4) Goose Lake Campsite

Undeveloped campsite with rocm for several tents
hetween the road and the lake. Many birds inhabit the
water and shore in season; be careful not to disturb
nesting birds. Several houses are occupied on the
south end of the lake

[5) Weasel Lake Campsite
an old sawmill site. Lots of room for camping bes =]
smzll lake. An undevalopad campsite close to the road.

[6) Access to Twin Lake
A developed Forestry campsite with picnic tables,
outhouses and fishing.

(7) Charleson Creek Campsita

An undeveloped campsite In a secluded grassy
meadow beside the creak. Use logs to cross if the area
is flooded by beaver dams. Fishing

(8) Pantage Lake Access Trail
Secluded spot on a large lake with waterfowl. No
fishing as the lake s too shallow.

(9) Blackwater Campsite

The Blackwater Forestry Campsite. This was the Lower
Blackwater Crossing on the Yukan Telegraph route.
Cross on bridge.

(10) Second Station Site

Nothing remains of this second telegraph station site
northwest frorm Quesnel. River crossing is knee deep in
late summer. No bridge.

(11) Uninhabited Indian Reserve
Sita of the old Nazkonale village. Grassy bench along
the niver with fishing.

(12) Uninhabited Indian Reserve
Site of the old MNetseicha village. A beautiful isolated
spol on the Fraser River with road access

(13) Eastern Terminus of the MacKenzia Trail
The Mackenzie Trail heads northwest from here
towards Punchaw Lake.

The trail system is eco-sensitive. Flease do not disturb the moss and other flora while asing the trail. The trail goes
through wilderness areas, so one should govern themselves accordingly. It's best to hike in groups, watch the

weather, and know your limits.

Norith Central British Columbia
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Derek Hoyeo
The Mapmaking Missionary

BrAts A Columbin -Anew

We owe many of “he ear'y cetails of the northern part
of British Columha's geography toan Ohlate mission.
ary, Tather Adrien-Gabriel Merice, wha came ta the
regior n 1880 and stayed unol wod,

Monce s perhaps mest famocs for b cre-
ation of a written form of the Carrizr language, which
belped fim in his work, but ne is also wel' kmewn for
lus maps. As he travelled, he made a habit of netng
where he was, and the featues around lim, although
he pessessed anly e'ementary instruments. He later
wsed this infermation to compile the first compre-
bensive map of norche n British Co'wumbia, vehich was
published n wop (Mar 674, right ).
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e tice smag of e Nechiako basn, produced 171304, The red
lives ars mouzes that e il ed one ends on a2 moumtzintop
4 Gradler, an lelt, He bas carefully noted bein villages with
and without a church. a cecail no douht Fnpartant 1o bim. The
map als notes Indan trails (Sentier indiea) and vegetation al
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“A ﬁmly-bmd veconstrusction of one of the greatest
adventures—and most smagnificent falures—in
commercial history.”

Peter C. Newman
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i Developmont Paiace Rive!
w Showng Lozation of Maezreals

m

av wves G oBBo, Box 57

)

¢ Roures Peace Srver- Vani odver
e British Columbia Cevelop-
jtezet by Bricish Thomsan-Houstn
vt on the Feasitility of Building
ace River, v ms0

3 Archues SR 0b30, Box 57

291
maral Losaiton Man Poieas!

Yugrry Aress, and Haul Roaa

¢, Fragress Repors 21985
2 Archives GR oB8c, Box 2

130}
w Canage Public Carver Map

1 G ent Travel Buread 1950

136l

wa (Shatl road mep]
ampany, sk

18}

wa

i Lande and Forests. 1938
ompany Archives T/ Ry a0 (404 1-iv

10k
sad Mag of Snitvh Cowmbia
LOMDANY, “840

oy, Parcs of New Weiinunster
e Prpliminary Mep
o Lar ds, 93
lic Library Speal Collecnans

o5

LEEL M
bia Presends tie hope- Frmceton

of Commnzrce, § Novernbier 199

Tha Trans-Canada Highway
From: Aaveptire along the Trans-Canads Hhghoway,
Canadian Goverrment Travel Burea 1962

iap BB (pape 2321
200-Mivacie Mites 200/ The fraser Valey Sconie Cacle
sntish Columbla Governmens Travel Bureay, 1957

War BB (page 132}
Varcou ver and Viainity
Hame DHN, Gousha Company, w54

M B82 [page §32)

Map of Creaser Vancouyer Shovang Fraposed Tunne!
Ceorge Massey, 3 fAIrCh 947

Selta Archives 1987-38, foider 10-20

Mar 533 (pape 332)

Propesed New inearnational Express rghway
Showlag Frase Biver Fuandd ana iortk Arm
Crosnng

George Massey, C 1949

Delta Archives 19872-36 (roll)

M 882 [z ope 322,

Present Route to Border/New Rou'e o Borasr
Opening an Satutdzy

Vancouser Sun, i1 My 0sE

Wiaz 88 (page 334
Streer Map of Vastou e
H Gousha Chevron road map, 1561

Wan 885 (page 113)
Strees Map of Vancouver
14.M. Geus he, Chevion mad nap, 1961

War 387 (page 333).

freemay syste Ceveds

Fronme Stantord Research Instipaze and Wilbuy
Srith and Associates, Rewew af Transporiativn
Mans, Metrapoliian Vancowver, B.C, wiéa
City of Vancouver Archives PD 273

W BES {page 337)

Prooosed Burrard |rilet Tunrel Crosung,

Fram: Cheistiani & Wiclser, Burrea inle* Tuonal
Cras:ing. A Comprekariive Proposal fos Hamditng
Traffic ocross Brrrard ‘nfer, 95

City of Vancouver Archives PD 582
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tAadzl ™6
With thanes 1o Pal e Geer

Map 59 (page 315)

On Sue Aitrazuons (Map of Expe 86
Froem Expo 86 2[0cfa! Souvenir Calae
Expc 86 Corporation. ke

Map 8g3 (Dagr 535k

Indax of Map Sheets of Nisga's Lamds

Nisga'a Treaty map 1053

Land Title and Survey Authority Treaties Drames

Mar 404 (page 136).

sehermatic diagram. of Expo and Milennium
SkyTrain Lines

Transdink, 2004

Man 895 pags 136).
Scrernatic map ol Expo znd Mullennium SkyTrain Lin=s
Trarslink, 2009

Man Byt (page 336).
Proposed (ransportation Improvem #n, 1004-08
Transiin 2004

Mar By7 (page 116).

Hrung Commuwaty ian Bock (o the Fasey Vatley ima
Ad an sdde of semi-trailer 2000

Valkey Transporation Advisory CommitTee

W oAb Bk (page 336)

Giritesh Colam® a andd North Amenican desidnatons
fram Yarcouyer Intermatianal Alrport

Vancouver Internarisnal Alrport. 2eo0

@ Wancouver Internatior al Arport Authority

May Boe (Dage 135

Won-Sicp Destinakions from YR
interraponal dessimpors fmim Vansouver
Irternanonal Airzorn

Vancowser Intemr ational Airpot, 2009

& Vancouver International Alrport Authorty

Man 900 (page 537,

Map of Morgan He ghis subdivision fr sale in
Sauth Surrey

Acrvertising board, 18 Deober 2008

gar gz (page 3370

Aritish Columa fcuniain Fina Beetic Lpidemic,
2207

Orline computer-penerated map, MRSty of
Ferests and tange, 2007

v TR A
A

“L.-‘.A--"k

Mep 35 |page 334},

e TerrhinRC

Television screenshot, CTV Breish Columia,
28 januiry 2000

Route mapy BCTV

Base. D 2010 Google @ 2000 Terra Metrics

NAP 006 (page 13

Wap of the Carada Lir

From: Transtink, Canada Line cpen g broch Lre,
September 3509

Wap acy (page 333l

Gwaiy Haarys Orbvai

| Srcadhead and D Loverses, Covgaia lutinuce
009

From: The Siory of Gwaill viaanas Marre A
Proposed Natonal Maring Conservarion Area
Peserve, Gwall Haamas National Park fLe<erve and
Fadais Heritage Sie, rocl

Viap 308 (page 345

Stofr Valsy

inzerruniona! Traval Maps, 3000
TMiE Pubfishng Lod.

AT 909 | paRa 313)

Best of 8 O [British Coumb aas 2 guitar)

Fron: pape of Weilzo24 Life secfien, Vaniotver
S, 27 Adpust wog

Cruresy of the Vancouver Sun

viar 910 (pope 133)

Compaten-gene-aied mao of 5. Margarer Prit,
Langara sland

Photo of scor=en on Coast Guard Awdiary rescue
noal. Massell, August 2009

AR a7 {page 3650

Unt thed single aesterm sheet of 3 muitl-sneel map
shawing the routs of the Canadan Pycme Ralway
acros Carads

Purland Litnographic, w34

Wap a1z (page 385
Weshem Morth Amenca
Juar Fecrg Walkey, ¢ 817
“unongren Likrary

Mar 953 (pages 185-13).
Map of British Columbla L the 55¢h Narall=t
Jarmes Launders, Department of Lands a~d Veaiks,

N
Unmversity of 5itish Columbna Rare Boos and
Special Coliecuans Laswo ¥ BY comy 1

Mas a4 (page 158)
Carte de Zomparanca
|ean-Niwcolas Buache, 1178
il warren Collection

Part of a large, multi-shest map published in May 1833
showing the progress of the Canadian Pacific Railway
across Canada. This is the weste-nmest sheet and shows
only the section between P/, Moody, on Burra rd {nt, and
Savona’s Ferry, on Kamloops L., that was built by contrac-
tor Andrew Onderdonk. This included the difficult section
through the Fraser Canyon. See page 118 and VAP 511 (page 2).
Note the R C Mission at today's Kelowna.



Mar &0 (page 264).

Ureitled bind\-eye map of Hazelron area with proposed
Crand Trunk Pacific townsite of South Hazelton
From: CTP South Hazelton: Nertharn interior
Metropolis, Grand Trunk Pacific Railway, 113
Frank Leonard: copy of Vancouver Public Library
item now lost

Mar 672 (page 265)

Map of jasper Park, Albarta, Mount Robsen Park,
Bnitish Columbia. Canadian Rocky Mauntains
Grand Trunk Pacific Raitway

Grand Trunk Pacific Railway. 1316

From: Grand Trunk Pacific Railway, The North
American Alps. Canadian Rockies, Mount Robson
Route, w6

Library and Archives Canada FC3bo7 G73

Mar 573 (pages 263-a5)

Map of the Central Sectwon of British Columbia
Shewing the Country Served by the Grand Trunk
Pacific Raitway

Crand Trunk Pacific Railway/Poole Brothers, sen
Library and Archives Canada NMC 135838

Mar 74 (page 266)

Map of the Northern Interior of British Columbia
Adnen-Gabrel Morice, published by Department
of Lands and Works, woy

Library and Archives Camada Ha/6oa/ 1907

Mar 675 (page 266).

Carte des Sources et du Bassin Supdrieur

de la Nétchakhoh

Adrien-Gabriel Marice, Bulletin de la Societé
Neuchdtainize de Geographie, Vol. 15, wog
Land Title and Survey Aucharity 25T3 Old Maps

Mar 676 (page 267)

Christian Community of Universal Brotherhood/
A Briiliant Orchard

jam label, ¢ 120

Nanaimo Museurn

Map 677 (page 267)

Columbia River Frust Lands

Wear Kouotanay Dist. British Columbea

LD Anderson, 1076

British Columbia Archives 90/55/46-148) Nelson

Muar 678 (pages 265-69)
Thompson River at Penny. 8.C
Robert H. Lee, wog

Kamloops Museumn and Archives

MAP E79 (page 269)
British Columbia, Kamioaps Sheet West of Sixth
Meridian

Surveyor Ceneral Ortawa, wn6

Mar 680 (page 270)

Sweet Briar Subdivision, Chillawack, B.C
Cawley and Carmichael. ad in 8 C Saturday
Sunset. 18 March w1

Legistative Library of British Columbia

Mar 681 (page 170)

Chorce Apple Land on the Chulliwack Tram
John ©. Kearns, ad in 8.C. Saturday Sunset,
12 November 190

Legistative Library of Brivsh Columbia

Mar 682 (page 270).

Ad for land on Matsqui and Sumas praines
Lindsay Russell, 8.C. Saturday Sunsat,

10 September 1o

Legisiative Library of British Columnbia

Mar 683 (pape 271).

Birds Eye View of Country Coverad by B.C. Elaceric
Railway System

From: Tips for Tourises. Interurban Trips over B.C
Electric Raitway System in Vicinity of Vancouver,
B.C. B.C Hectric Rallway Company, w13

University of British Columbia Rare Books and
Specl Collecuans SPAM2Ey

Mar 684 (page 271).

B.C Elaceric Ry. Co. Ltd. Mainiand System
B.C. Hectric Railway Company, 1673

City of Vancouver Archives Map §uz

Mar 685 (page 277)

B.C Eleceric Railway Company Limited.
Vancouver lsland System

B.C Bleceric Railway Company, was
City of Vancouver Archives Map Bz

Mar 686 (page 271)

Map of Vancouver and vicinity

Canada Department of Mines, w3 (1919-10 survey)
Deita Archives

Mar 687 (page 172]

British Columbrg

G.G. Aitken, Department of Lands, verz
Vancouver Public Library Special Collections
g12.m Ba&iob wn

Mar 688 (page 222).

Official Map of Port Mann, Pacific Terminus
of the Canadian Northern Railway

From: Vancouver Province, 20 February w2
City of Surrey Archives

Mar GBa (page 372).
Map of the Port Mann Townsite
Anofi. ¢ 1909

Mar 690 (page 272)

Survey map of the Port Mann Townsite

Anon., 18l

Land Title and Survey Authoriry wo4aks and RO48s

Mar 691 (page 273)

Key Map of District Showing Location of Port
Mann, the Pacific Terminal of the Canadian
Northern Raltway/Plan of Centre Portion of
Part Mann Townsite

Hubert Nevile Smith, wn

Library and Archives Canada NMC 5974

Mar 652 (page 273).

Plan of Part of New Wastminster Distric

DR Harmis, updated to 1912 by Eliiott & Hewetr. o1
White Rock Museum and Archives

Mar 593 (page 173).

Port Mann Official Townsite/A Dog-On-Good-
Proposition/Gentlemen. it is a Gaod Propasition
Port Mann

Ad in 8.C Saturday Suniet, 30 March o
Legeslative Library of British Columbia

Mar 694 (page 774).

Scarborough’s New Map of British Columbia
Scarborough Ca. 1934

Library and Archives Canada R/6oo/ 1914

Mar 625 (page 774)

Canadian Northern Raiiway System

From: Hints te Intending Emigrants. Canadian
Northern Railway, wo

Mar 696 (pape 27¢)

Indexed Guide Map of the City of Vancouver and
Suburbs

Vancouver Map and Blueprint Co, 114
University of British Columbia Library 624.92
Vancouver g

Mar 657 (page 274)

Proposed Tarminus for Canadian Nortivern Pacific
Railway

Anor, 191

City of Vancouver Archives Add MSS 44 502 C7 File 2

Mar 698 (page 275)

Plan of Former Songhses Reserve, Victoria,
Showing Railway Tarminals, Wharves, and
Street Connections

D.0. Lewis, Canadian Northern Railway, ¢. 1916
Universty of British Columbia Rare Books and
Spacial Collections §16.9(88) B8 1916

Mar 699 (page 275)
Canadian National Railways
Canadian Navonal Railways, 1920

Mar 200 (page 275)

British Columbia

G.G. Aicken, Department of Lands, o
Vancouver Public Library Special Collections
or7n B8G3ob wn

Mar 201 (page 225).

Field Hill Spiral Tunnels (cartoon with john £
Schwitzer)

WWS., wn

Canadian Pacific Railway Archives Awsio

Mar 701 (page 177)

Phan of possible track configurations in Kicking
Horse Canyon

Blueprint, John E. Schwitzer, 1006 or w07
Uneversity of British Columbia Rare Books and
Special Collections, Chung Callection

Mar 703 (page 176).

Hector -Field “Crade Reduction”™

From: B.C Saturday Sunset, 8 March ol
Legislative Library of Brtish Columbia

Mar 704 (pape 276),

Bird's-eye map of the Spiral Tunnels
Anon., © w505

Wet Coast Railway Heritage Park

Mar 705 (page 377},

Bird's-eye map of the Spiral Tunnels

Canadian Pacific Railway, w3os

University of Briush Columbia Rare Books and
Special Collecions. Chung Collection

Mar 706 (pags 277)

Reconnaisiance Map of the Northern Selkiri
Mountains and the Big Bend of the Columbia
River, Bricish Columbia

Howard Palmer and Robert H. Chapman, 1gig
Revelstoke Museum

Mar 707 (page 277).
Connaught Tunnel—Canadian Rockies
Poscard, ¢ w6

Mar 708 (page 278).

Skeich Map Showing Location of Right of Weay of
HS. e N Ry,

From: Hewe Sound & Northern Ry. Memorandum.
o1

British Columbia Archives NWp 385 Hagam

Mar 709 \page 17€)

Plan of Subdivision of Part of DL a26 NW.D.
(Newpaort Townsite)

Emist Albert Cleveland. Cleveiand & Cameron, w13
Land Title and Survey Authoricy, New Westrninster
Land Tite Office, Plan 3960, DL 446

Mar 710 (page 279).

British Columbia

G.G. Aitken, Department of Lands, 191
Vancouver Public Library Special Collections
27 Besiob w2

Mar i (page 279)

FPacific Great Eastern Railway Plan of Location
Mile 3 to Mite 112 (Ambleside portion)

lohn Callaghan, Chief Engineer, Pacific Great
Eastern Railway, August 1912

Land Tide and Survey Authority 5 Tubes Rlys.

Mar r12 (page 279)

Southern British Columbia. Map Showing
Disposition of Land

FLC Lynch, Canada Degartment of the Interios 191
University of British Columbia Rare Books and
Spectal Callections Gasn.Ga wig C3

Mar 713 (page 279).

Pacific Great Eastarn Raitway from Vancouver
to Fort George, British Columbia

Pacific Great Eastern Railway, €. 1914

Library and Archives Canada Amicus 5833600

Mar ng (page 270)

Map of the City and Municipality of North
Vancouver. B.C.

Dawson & Elhorr. 1o

Land Title and Survey Authority 10T Vancouver Town

Mar 115 (page 280).

Map Showing (Approximate) Holdings of the
Grand Trunk Lands Co.

From: Waiting: British Columbia’s iniand Empire,
Grand Trunk Lands Company, ¢. 1910

Library and Archives Canada FC38082

Mar 16 (page 280}

Map of Pacific Great Eastern (bullt and projected
line)

From: Pacific Great Eastorn: The Short Rouse to the
Goldfields

Bnsh Columbia Provincial Bureau of information,
c w9y

University of British Columbia Rare Books and
Special Collections spameioy

Mar 717 (page
Map of Pacific
fo Fort Ceorge
John

Railway, june +
University of B
Specal Collect

Mar 718-Mar
Map of Pacific
io Fort George
lahn Callaghan
Railway, june n
Univeruity of B
Special Collect

Map 713 (page
Sketch Route A
From: |G, Sull
Economic Fean
Railway, 922
University of s
Special Collect

Mar 724 (page
The Route of th
From: Bricish C
of the Pacific C
British Columb
Uibrary and Are

Mar 723 (page
Map of Britrak
& Projected Rg
From; A Towns
Ad in 8.C Satu
Legnlative Libr

Mar 726 (page

Map showmng F
of Central Britiy
Adin 8.C Satw
Legulative Libra

Mar 727 (page .
Cotossus of Roa
Cartoon in This

Muar 728 (page

Browniset New
South of 54° No
Brownles Com;
Land Titleand ¢

Mar 735 (page .
Tnangulanon §
Plan Shewing Py
Lands and Worl
Land Title and §

Mar 730 (page :
Triangulation 5
Plan Shewing M
Ernest Albert O
Fort Stecle Arch

Mar 731 (page 2
Outline Map of
Columbia

From: Reporz of
Belt of British Ci
Salmon Arm Ba
M.P Brdgeland,

Mar 731 (page 2
Southwestern D
S triangulatior
Lands and Work
Land Title and 5

Mar 733 (page 2.
Reduction of Sur
ing Explaratory

Frank Swannell !

Mar 734 (page 2
Interprovincial F
Barwean Albertc
Topographical §
Land Tidle and &
Alberta Bounda
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Good food centre of activities for
Canim Lake residents

DIVTNINYD

~The anmual plump-
up-the-bachelors-
bvefore-Christmas

‘codlies and sqiares,
beiig - them 1l to. the

cabin, ‘and then divide
themn -into as many

contnipers as there are

a bachelor, man or
women, who bas not
received this gift in
the past, please let
Dolores Angell know.
Otherwise, come on
out with your baking to
join the fun — everyone

welcome.

Slide repaired
The  Biuebird Road

Transportation . aed
Infrastracture  area

manager Terry Murphy

the

h Trail a5 » herit

says

down and under

- Bluehird from the

Canim-Hendrix  Road

above satrmated the fill -

under Bluebird cansicg
it to slough down the
hillside. To solve the
yroblem,
from Canim-Hendrix
Road wes . re-routed,
Blusbird's base was
given the summer to

.dry out, and then about

60 tandens truck loads
of fill' were used to

regtore the road to full-

crbes) — NOTICE -
. TELEGRAPH TRAIL HERITAGE SITE

| neotice sthereby v tht th Caibos Regonal st has Tormalty "recognized”

Tel Ieyaph Trail.

1§ The Telegraph Traif fs valued for arole.i
the Lower Mainland of Bl’i’ush Cokum

Cariboo region, wast

The trafl extends the hength of the Cariboo Repiorsal Dlwln and |nc|udss that
parton of the Collins Overland Telegraph ¥rall and its suctessor the Yukan

water coming

drainage .

of the trall inbo the CRD Reglonal
District Community Herltage Regstry due to its historical slgnﬂ'lmn:e

éstablihing communications between
bla, and the various communities in the
e@eﬁylng along the Cariboo Wagen Road

width.

People news

* Marion Eellett will
be celebrating her 96th
bitthday om December
3 in her home at Fischer
Place.

= Toody Shirran’s

sister, Tink, is with
her at the farm for

the wimter. Toody will
celcbrate her 95th on
Jan. 14. Her daughter,
Vicky, seys the twoe
sisters can work so fast
that it's bard to keep up

If you wauld ITke furthee information about the Cariboo Regional District Heritage
Registry and the Telegraph Trall, contact Karen Moores, Manager of Development
Services at 250-392-3351 ar 1.800-665-1636, or visit the Heritage paga on
the Regional District website at hitp: ,f.fww-nbourd ca/services/haritage/
statements-of-significance

Thursday, November 27, 2014 - 100 Mie Froe Pres

with them:

That’s all for now.
Untl fiext time, here's
wishing -you many
Blessings.

bathelors in the ares.
Tied neatly with a
Christmas bow, they are
then delivered.

If vou know of

butlding communities togethen

Come I Delicioss...! - LOVE YOUR Wie _
mAY ERNARIETEN (PRE-ORDER SHFALUOENER- aj““;“;:;m
BucK' Fn Chocolate-Raspbenr LIMITED [ vestingon,
alld enter our [l avd Blackberny EDITIONS  1rio pianca - calforia
for 2 winé kits BY DEC. 3, 2014 mmmmgmpesklns Taly

(.IFT CE RTIFICATEQ

[Mon. - Fri. 10am - 5pm |

udy Scarrow p: 250-395-2565
8-530 Horse Lake Rd. [Pmkney Complex)

BREW TOP-QUALITY BEER
Wine ¢ Coolers « Cider
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Atom Wrangler skates with Canucks

Gaven Crites
Froe Press

Standing on the blee
line between Vancouwver
Canucks stars Daniel
Sedin and Kevin Bieksa .
io fropt of 18.000-phs
fans at Rogers Arena on
Nov. 14 was a 100 Mile
House atom division
‘Wranglier named Shayne
Sutton.

Vapcouver  hasted
the. Arizona Coyotes
- and got lit up 5-0 -
and Sutton, in her 100
Mile House Wranglers
colonrs, hit ‘the jce with
the Canncks as a win-
ner in the Every Kids-

Shayne Sutton joined the Vancouver Canucks on
the ica at Rogers Arena on Nov. 14

Founders pass. torch

A new board of
directors for the South
Cariboo Rowing Club
was elected for the
coming year at its

Stevens as treasurer,
Graham Leslie as sec-
retary, and Kaitlynn
Dewhirst, Dave Edge,
Donyi Heise, Tim

apd founding secre-
tary-treasurer  Brenda
fenkins, explains Leslie.

*[Their] joint efforts
were instrumental In

Dream Contest.

‘The contest, in part-
pership with Save -oh
Foods, BC Hockey and
the Canucks, offers reg-
istered British Columbia
minor hodeey  play-
ers between the ages of
eight and 13 1o be in the
Canucks starting lineup
every home pame, and
join the team ca the ice
for the singlng of the

Koolenzy Internalinnal Junier Hockey League

Regular Season

Standings

N'IIISION Knolem,y Ourdemnoe. Eddle Mourtain Dlvlshll

natlonal anthem.

The player and guests
are then free to watch
the rest of the game from
complimentary seats.

Bieksa bappenz to
be Sutton's favourite
Canuck. ’

“T'm 50 happy,” Sutton
said in 100 Mile House
a few days before the
pame. “Abd 'm so excit-
ed and T'm 50 hyper”

fo w4 a1l

o4 B2 onER U

annual general meeting
in 100 Mile House oo
Nov. 23,

“The group - elected
Murray Helmet as pres-
ident, Will Van Osch as
vice president, Darlene

Matlock and  Shelly
Morton as d.u'ectnrs at
Idrge.

The meeting saw the
passing of thetorch from
the Club’s founding
president Jack Jenkins

forming the Club in
April 2006 and in bring-
ing it to ils present state
with a core group of
master rowers,."

112 % 47 LW

7 Lf 104 41 DEsH
T R OB 4 DAL

B 1 B % -8 Qs

CARIBOO REGIONAL DASTRICT

Cariboo’ NOT'CE

Rgiona] i
TELEGRAPI_-! TRAIL HERITAGE SITE

Motice is thereby given that the Carlboo Regional District has formalty "recagnlzed
the Telegraph Trall as a heritage site by inclusion of the trail inta the CRD Regional
District Cammunity Heritage Registry, due 1o its historical significance.

The trall extends the length of the Cariboo Regional District and includes that ]
portion of the Collins Oweriand Telegmph Trall and its successor the Yuken
Telegmph Trail.

The Telegraph Trafl is valuzd for its rale in Blishing communi b

the Lower Mainland of British Columbia and the various mmmunmes in. the
Carihoo reglon, most specifically those lying along the Carboo Wagon Read
between Cache Creek and Quesnel.

TELEGRAPH TRAYL WITHIN THE

If you would ke further information ahout the Cariboo Regional District Heritage
Registry and the Telegraph Trail, contact Karen Moores, Marager aof Development
Services at 250-392-3351 or 1-800-665-1636, or visit the Herftage page on
the Regional District website at ht‘tp.,’fwww.:aribourd.m.fservtces;’herltage,'
statements-of-significance
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Defence argues charter breach
in Gentles trial

Vionica Lamb-Yorski
seaff Writer

Lawyers for both
ides in the Martm

Sentles casea.rguedfor‘

wours this week wheth-
T or not the accused’s
harter rights were up-
wld during his arrest
ollowing 2 Fatal coli-
ion Aprdl 22, 2012.

Om’ trinl at BC Su-
meme Court in Wi
imms Lake this week.
Jentles, 30, faces sev-

Zoncept plan to address four priorities

‘ontinued From
ge AT

“Both projecis ' are
¢eded and the hospi-
Al district is commit-
i to moving both

yrward,” Massier
1id.
The cnnoept plan

il address the four

linical priorites ideo-

fied in th¢ master
te. plan, including
1 immediste and

Let me hé[p grow your
" business and meet
your equipment needs

warl'el'l P!e, Mar;ngar

eral charges inchuiding
dangerous driving in
the early hours cansing
the death of 20-year-
old Rayel MacDonald,
dangerous driving caus-
ing bodily harm to Aly-
sha Mulet, mpaired
driving and failing to
stop at an accident in-
volving persons.
Defence lawyer Ken
Walleer referenced tes-
timony provided by
- Const. James MacKin-
non. who told the court

long-term space and
service  requirements
for these priorities, IH
said, adding the plan
will also address funure
site development, such
as on-site parking and
aocess to the hospital.
For its commitment
CRHD will cover 40
per oent, ' orf about
240,000, of the com-

he administered an As-
sisted Scresning Dievice
(ASD) to read Geatle's
blood alcobol content
Walker avpued Gen-
tle’s charter rights were
compromised  becanse
the RCMP continued to
imvestigate the incident
after armesting him.

‘Walker said an officer. -

doesn’t have the right to
take incriminating evi-
dence from an accused
until the accused has

nct sbreast with the
coneept plan’s day to
day details, Massier
said TH met with the
board incamera to
discuse some prelimi-
Dary cost estimates.

“There were 1o big -

surprises with costs,
but they would like the
costs nailed down as

tight 25 they can be-:

fore {hey start maKing
them public.”
Once the concept

SUDPOKU

had the right to counsel
after an arrest. *
“You can'l say things
lke ‘have yau had
ing to drink to-
night™ Walker told
the cour.. “Thats not
permitted anymore be-
cause you've arrested
Countering . Crown
Counsel lawyer Iulie
Dufour told the court
Gentles did not spon-
taneously say anything
sbout consumption of

alcohol until after he
had been amested,
“Thal & when, and
only when, Const
MacKirnon could ever
have had, not only a
subjective  suspicion
but a reaspnable cne
to make the ASD de-
mand,” Dufour argued.
The trial, which be-

gan Dec. 1, contimued .

Monday and Tuesday
afiernoon and will re-
sume oo Monday, Dec.
g

’ plan is submined to

the Ministry of Health
by Interior Health,
then the commumity
will have to step up to
rally, Massier urged,
“At that point it
will be dur of Interior
Health'’s hands and we
will have to make our
business case to, -
ermimEnt,” i sadd:
“Massier said he ap-
preciated the updats
from IH because the

Dacamber 3, 2014

Equipmant Finance Group Kaml
W Placps ool froe 16
eall Warna at
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CRHD was tired of
being the middle man
trying to explain why
the plan hasn't unfold-
ed as originally sched-
uled.

“People in Williams
Lake have besn wait-

g for this.a long

time,” he said.

» Cariboo
g’ Rggionql

Telegraph Trail.

TELEGRAPH TRAIL HERITAGE SITE

Notice is thereby given that the Cariboo Regional District has formalty “recognized”
the Telegraph Trail a5 @ herftage she byinclusion of the trail into the CRD Regional
Digtrlct Community Heritege Registry, due ta its historical significance.

The trail extends the Iength of the Cariboo Regional District and includes that
portinn of the Callins Overland Telegraph Trall and its successor the Yukan

The Telegraph Trail is valued for its rble in astabiishing communications between
the Lower Mainland of Britsh Columbia and the various communities In the
Cariboo reglon, most specifically ‘thasé lying alang the Cariboo Wagon Road
between Cache Creek and Ouesnel.

A Purse for Every Mood
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NOTICE . -

TELEGRA]’H TRAIL WITHIN THE
CARIEOO HRGIONAL DISTRICT

 you would like further information about the Caribuo Regional District Heritage
Registry and the Telegraph Trall, contact Karen Moares, Manager of Development
Services at 250-392-3351 or 1-200-665-1635, or visit the Heritage page on
the Regional District website at http://www.cariboard. a,fser\rsces!herﬂagej
staternents-of-significance .
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“Oh! My gosh we won,” Angela Harris

Gaeil Farrar
Staff Writer

Angela Harris apd
her band The High
Bar Gang won Vo
cal Group of the Year
gt the Canadian Folk
Music Awards in O1-
tawa Baturday night.,

Harris and five of the
seven High Bar Gang
members  were  fast
about to deliver the en-
cere for their seld out
Grand Cariboo Opry
show in Bragg Creek,
Alberta when they got
the news by texi from
fellow band member
Shari Ulrich.

“We were  elated
to say the least and
Barney made the an-
nouncement to  the
crowd from the stage™
Harris says “It was a
great feeling! Shari was
at the awarda event be-
cause she was up for

. a few solo awards as
well”

. She says Ulrich won
the English Songwriter
of the Year Award
and accepted the Vo-
cal Group of the Year

Photo submitfed
Angela Harrig

Award on behalf of
The High Bar Gang.
The High Bar Gang
won for their ajbum
Lost and Undone: A
Gospe{ Blusgrass Corn-
panion. Ulnich won for
her S0Ng Everwacere I

Ha.ms grew up and
lived in Williams Lake
apd area before mov-
mg to Vancouwer to
pursae her music cs-

Teer.

The High Bar Gang
includes noted Cana-
dian musicians and
singers Barmey Beatall,
Eric Reed, Wendy Bird

znd Rob Becker whe
were with her on stage
last Saturday night in
Bragg Creek and Co-
lin Nairne and Shari
- Ulrich.

“®e have yel fo bc
togsther to celebrate
bul we have a show on

_Dec. § in Brackendzle,

B.C. so we will raise a
toast to ome another
then T'in sure,” Harris
says.

In the midst of tour-
ing all of November
for bher fifth season
with the Grand Cari-
oo Opry, Harris says
she has been cam-
paigning for crowd
funding oo Indie Gogo
to raise the ¥15,000
she needs to record her
fourth album titted A
Woman Lika Me.

“It took me two
years to finish this
albom and I'm very
proud to say that it’s
wy best work vet!”
Harris says.

“The songs an this
record  have  raised
the bar for me and I
Beliove it has the abil-
ity to break some new

CARIBOO REGIONAL DISTRICT |

Cariboa
Regicnal
District

NOTICE

TELEGRAPH TRAIL HERITAGE SITE

Natice is thereby giveri that tha Cariban Reglonal District has formally “recognized”

the Telegraph Trall asa heritage sit® by inclusion of the tril into the CRD Regional |
District Community Heritage Registry, due ta its historical significance.

The trail extends the length of the Caribao Regionst District and includes that
portion of the Collins -Qverland Telegraph Trail and its successor the Yukon
Telegraph Trail. ) !

The Telegraph Trall is valued for its role in astablishing communications between
the Lower Mainland of British Columbia and the various communities in the
Caribog region, matt specifically those lying along the Canbrm Wagon Road
between Cache Creek and Guesnel.

REGHONAL DISTHI

(_‘Auk;l\o?() !
SULKLET-HEC
\:'l

¥ *
TELRGRAPH TRATL WITHTN TR 3" | s ooty @

If you would like further information about the Cariboo Regiona! District Heritape
Registry and the Telegraph Trail, contact Karen Moores, Manager of Development
Services at 250-362-3351 ar 1-800-665-1636, or wisit the Heritage page on
the Regional District webslte at http:, f,"wwwcarlbnord ca/fservices/heritage/
statemenu-of-slgnfﬂcance

ground — perhaps it's
all the mcreditle talent
that I heve been fortu-
nate to work with these
past few years that is
rubbing off an me and
inspiring ms to reach
new heights!” -

She says the album
touches on resilience,
power of love and the
fragility of one's heart.

“I wrote this record
with the intent of io-
spiring und empow-
ering people to steive
for excellence, face
hardships hsad om,
live without fear of
failing, embrace lifs
and to love all the way
through it all,” Harris
says.

She has abont 21
per cent of the funds
needed to produge the
album and only 15
days left to complete
her fundraising effort.

People who wauld
like to help Harris

- raise the funds can re-

view a video of a pew
song that will be on the
record at bttp:/figp me!
at/Help-AngelaHarris-
Record-A-Woman-
Like-Me.

Or go-to #Suppart=

AngelaHaris #orowd-
funding #AWoman-
LikeMe,

For more on the
Canadian Folk Music
Awards go to httpi/ffol-
kawards.ca/past-years/
results-2014/ (the ma-
ple leal marks the wic-
ner).

-“What a wonder- -

ful and truly amazing
journey this past few
years has been,” Harris
says. “Thanks so much
to you all for your un-
dymg support and en-
couragement! With a
new album’ to record
and release, there’s a
lot more touring and
good times ahead! Tam
3o0.excited for 20151
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NEWS

uring the

election

questions
were asked of me -1
szid I would try to
ANSWELD 1

Not exactly sure
where to start - the
City of Quesnel has
general taxation,
where as the Cariboo
P.egional Dustrict
[CRD) is a service
provider to residents
in it= district -

We have, as one
person pointed out,
firewnalils between our
services, ] actually
felt it was more a
criticism as opposed
to positve,

1 always liked the
fact that we have
firewalls. Repional
District residents
know what a
secvice costs, Le. firg
prorection.

For instance, an
area wants to have
street lights so a circle
is drawn around an
area and the costs are
identified; a guestion
is then asked of
residents within that

"boundary Are you in

favour of street lights
gt @ certain cost per
year?

If they vote yes,
then the installaticn
of the street lighring
proceeds, those
residents pay.— if no,
of course thers is no
cost a8 no functen
will exdst. :

We have feasibitity
funds to do the cost
analysis with those
benefitting are the

* orly ones that pay for

a service.

Talk tax b
‘they will com

GLEST VIEWS

Thete are many
examples of services
offeved in the region.
Of course some are
regiopal (the Librasy
petwork) others
are sub-regiorial
{recreation) where

 those within the

function pay.

T am not even
certain that mast
peopie even realize

.that there is a

Cariboo Chilcotin
Regional Hospital
District {CCRHD -
every taXpayer
contributes.

As taxpayers we

contribute 40) per cent

ro the ‘capital cost
of new construction
Or iImMprovements to
existing haspitals

Cariboo
Regional
District

h

Motice Is thereby given that the Cal
the Tebegraph Tradl asa heritage site by inclusio
District Cammunity Heritage Pegistry, due to its histarical significance.

whether in Williams
Lake, Quesnel or,
100 Mile House. The
CCRHD has a board
just as the CRD does.
* The same elected
people represent
the CCRHD and
are responsible for
those capital projects
and health concerns
10 the respective
Health Regions. For
instance Quesnel
is represented by
MNothern Health,
Wilkams Lake
and 100 mule are
represented by
Interior Health, Have
1 confused you yer?
Once a year when
¥OU feceive YOUL.
tax notice ~ do you
acrually look and see
what services you are
paying for? ’
The CRD has held
town hall meetings
for years, they are
usually not well
attended,
[ wonder why?
Persanaily 1 have said

CARIBOO REGIONAL DISTRICT
NOTICE

TELEGRAPH TRAIL HERITAGE SITE

ribop Regional Dlstrict has formally “recognizad”
. of the traif inte the CRD Regional

d‘.»

many times bring a
major tax increase
into the eguation and
residents will artend.

In the Mew Year I
will try to discuss the
Cariboo Regional
District further

i you have any .
-concemmns Of guestions
pechaps you can let
me know. 1 doo’t do
facebook but you -
can give me 3 call or
submit Four concerns
to the Cariboo
Observer.

A lirtle early — but
I would like to wish
you and yours a very
Mesry Christmas,
ail the best for the
upcoming holiday.
Hope to hear from
vou in the New Year

Mary Glassford is
7 long-term Quesnel
resident, former
Cariboo Regional
District director and
city counglor and
president of the Post
Secondary Education
Courcil.

AWednesday, Decerber3, 2014 Quesriel Caribran Gbsacear

Snowy scene

Recent snowfall and a huge drop in temperatures tumed the Cartbog into &
wiater wondodland.

Autarn MacDonsid paote

FREE!

Classified word
ads for any item

for sale
under $50.

Call
250-992-2121

OBSERVER

WITW.QUESTIEHISerYer.Com
20 word madmum.
Privete party.

Priced bn b stated.

The trall extends the length of the Cariboo Reglonal District and includes that
portion of the Callins Overland Telegraph Trail and its successor the Yukon
Telegraph Trail.

The Telegraph Trail is valued far its role in establishing communications between
the Lower Mainland of British Columbia and the various communides in the
Cariboo region, mast specificaly those Iving along the Cariboo Wagon Road
between Cache Cresk and Quesnel.

TELEGRAPH TRATL WITHIN THE
CARIBOG REGIDNAL THSTRIS

1 you would like further information about the Cariboc Regional District Heritage
Reglstry and the Telegraph Trali, contact ¥aren Moares, Manager of Development
Sarvices at 250-392-3351 or 1-800-665-1636, or visit the Heritage page on
the Regionai District website at hﬂp:,’,'www.carlhnord.ca,'servl:esf‘herinage,‘
statements-nf-significance - .
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ar wants to
2 LNG tax

vestors, Decause
wtalnty” to make
ent decjsions, The
ort came after
lenounced the
ient as a sellowr
resources, leay-
rty MLA Andrew
ndependent
Iuntington alone
inst it.

ing to get to

:nt decisions,

ive a tax frame-
an told reporters
3 legislation was
W )

1e framework is
*ve said that, I
to'the companies
with them, and
now that when
:nt changes in

ing to be wanting
SE agreements.”
«C. Liberal

edly questioned
ofessed support
:rring 1o the par-
n invesdgation
fracturing that
ducred in B.C.
0s. And the NDP
1 oppaosed the
move to regulate
28 “intensity”

ap emissions for

Petroras CEO Shamsul
Azhar Abbas has been out-
spoken about the cost of
LNG development in B.C. In
October, Abbas warned that
federal and provincial rles

- and taxes “threaten the global

competitiveness of the Pacific
Northwest LNG project.”

In his quarterly financial
update fast week, B.C. Finance
Minister Mike de Jong said

.the low and fluctuating price

for natural gas in a shale-gas-
rich North American market
still indicates the Asia export
market is viable.

“The proof of that, of
course, will be final invest-
ment decisions from propo-
nents,” de Jang said.

Horgan sparked controversy
on a recent trip to Prince
Rupert, where he expressed
doubts abour Petronas and
another LNG proposal for
Prince Rupert that has been
delayed by lead proponent
British Gas Group.

Petronas is leading a consor-
tium that includes Chinese,
Japanese, Indian and Brenei
investors. Petronas paid $5
billion last year to take over
Progress Energy Canada,
which has major shale gas
holdings in northeast B.C. and
Alberta. -

| Telegraph Trail. -

| Services at 250-392-3351 or 1-800-665-1636, or visit the Heritage page on

U-Cut or Pre-Cut
" Available

Sold Only At
The Farm

1/2 Mile South
of The Alamo
Follow The Signs

Phoneffax
250.7474424

CARIBOO REGIONAL DISTRICT

carbes)  NOTICE

Regional
TELEGRAPH TRAIL HERITAGE SITE

Digtrict ~

Notice is thereby given that the Cariboo Regnonal District has forrmally “recognized”
the Telegraph Trall as a heritage site by inclusion of the trall into the CRD Reglonai
District Community Heritage Reglstry, due te Its historical significance.

The trail extends the iength of the Cariboo Regional Dnstnct and includes that
pertion of the Collins Qverfand Telegraph Tra|| and s successor the Yukon

The Telegraph Trail is valued for its role in establishing communications between

the Lower Mainland of British Columbla and the various communities in. the
Cariboo region, most specifically those lying along the Cariboo Wagon Road
between Cache Creek and Guesnel,

TELEGRAPH TRAJL WITHIN THE
CARIBOO REGIONAL DISTRIC

I you would like further Information about the Cariboo Regional District Heritage
Registry and the Telegraph Trail, contact Karen Moores, Manager of Development

the Regional District website at htip: //www.cariboord.cafservices/heritage,
statemen‘rs-of -sighificance

building tommunitics together - ..

VAW T

boord.hc.ca

5 YEARS AND OFFERING THESE GREA'E HOI.IDAY SEASON SPECIALS'

™ Anniversary Wireless Promolion
FREE' Radio ment cnd a
FREE2hoELcr'Li‘r‘E’rullaﬂonl

" 1Al row custariens on o 8 year fan, cftex and Dacerrber 31, 2074

25" Annf

ADS. Packages are 25% OFF for the fist 8/

ions. com 248 Reld Sireei Quesne!

ADSL Promotion

1. 866 413 999

sales(‘vabceomm com

Praudly serving BC since 1989, L e




Guesnel Cariboo Observer Friday, May 27, 2011

LIFESTYLES

~ Death in the Arctic

bring telegraph lines to the North

Kennicott’s failed attempt to

Death Decoded is a book, the most

recent, which tells the tale of a

scientist and his involvement with
the Collins Overland Telegraph (also call the
Russian-American Telegraph and the Alaska
Telegraph) in 1865 - 67-838 S |

It’s interesting that in 1 amuel Morse
invented the telegraph and his code, a major
step ahead in rapid communication.

In 1864, the American Civil War was ending,
the Cariboo gold rush was on and moneyed
financiers were looking for ways to invest.
= T — The Adantic cable

{ - The Collins plan was

huge as it involved

hundreds of meg, large

specially-buile ships,
mountains of supplies and many miles of
slightly explored wilderness.

ﬂnowledge of the northwest part of North

erica was scarce to nonexistent,

Franklin disappeared looking for a passage
across the Canadian Arctic in that general ime
period. -

Robert Kennicott has spent four years in that -
corner, collecting samples for the Smithsonian
Institute in 1858 - 1862.

Of all the men involved in this great project,
he was the most experienced in arctic travel.

The plan was for one party to follow the
Fraser River then turn north at Kispiox to
reach the Yukon River at Fort Yukon.

That group never did reach their goal
-becanse.of difficult terrain and harsh weather.
They foundered when less than one-third of
the distance,

Another party and the subject of this book,
sailed to Bering Strait and the mouth of the
Yukon River, which they expected to follow up
to Fort Yukon.

A late start meant they had to over winter at
St. Michael Fort, something Kennicott had not
wanted to do, with the Russian occupants, as it
was Russian territory and that is where the end
came for this scientist, his sled dogs and the
Collins Overland Telegraph in 1866.

It’s an amazing story of autopsy of the corpse
to prove how he died, unbridled expenditures
erican financiers, huge endeavors

out much data and excruciating working
conditions in vast areas near the Arctic Circle,
as seen through American eyes.

His body was a long time reaching its grave
sil:; Sgnr Chicago. The autopsy was performed
in 1.

7
rf"/ e | 20 Tt e

.The map shews the

offices and repair sta-
tons and the ralireads
at the time of Rebast

Cariboo Reglonal District
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{n‘;:e‘;lca-\;l:s scarce to nonexistent.
Franklin disap looking for a passage
across the Canadian Arctic in that general time

Robert Kennicott has speat four years in that -
collecting samples for the Smithsonian
. te in 1858 — 1862.
Of all the men involved in this great project,
he was the most experi in arctic travel.
The plan was for one party t0 follow the
Fraser River then turn porth at Kispiox to
reach the Yukon River at Fort Yukon.
did reach their goal
g terrain an harsh w

M 0
the distance.

Another party and the sabject of this book,
sailed 1o Bering Strait and the mouth of the
Yukon River, which they expected to follow up
to Fort Yukon.

came for this scientist, his sled dogs and the
Collins Overland Telegraph in 1866.

Iv’s an amazing story of autopsy of the corpse
to prove how he died, unbridled dimares
by American financiers, huge endeavors
without much data and excruciating working
conditions in vast areas ncar the Arctic Circle,
as seen through American eyes.

His body was a long time reac ing its grave
sitt;- near Chicago. The autopsy was performed
in 2001.

An interesting report is the description of
the medicines of the day for a wide varnety
of problems involving taking lead, arsenic,
mercury and strychnine over long periods.

One wonders that many survived the cure
never mind the problem.

The Americans bought Alaska 10 years after
he died, 1876. .

A companion kept part of his journal in
the Cyrillic alphabet and the code was not
deciphered until 2001.

Death Decoded was written by Sandra
Schlachmmeyer, Voyage Publishing Inc.,
Alexandria, Virginia, 2010.

Dwight Dodge was my local source.

Andy is an amateur historian and
regular Observer colurmnist.




Early B.C. telegraph line's Cariboo connection

In 1865 work began to link North America with Asia and Europe
with a cable crossing the Bering Strait. I was a mammoth
undertaking to eract poles and wires from San Francisco, through
New Westminster, up the wagon road fo Quesnel, across the
Fraser River, along the Blackwater Road to Vanderhoof and
Hazelton, then through the wildemess to follow the Kispiox River
and eventually reach Telegraph Creek. From there itfollowed the
Yukon River to the Bering Strait, then to Siberia.

In 1865 - 1867 a trail was built along
First Nations tralls from Quesnel to
Hazelion and wire strung so that
instantcommunication was possible
for the hamlets along the way. A
rough trail led to the first cabin, then
second cabin and third fo ninth
heading for Telegraph Creek, buitin
the fafl of 1866, the Atlantic cable
was completed. In March 1867, the
Westemn Union Telegraph Co.,
owners of the Collins line,
announced it was ended sfter
spending $3 million dolflars. Much had been done but miles of
work was left undene and equipment abandoned.

In 1899, work began on the Yukon
Telegraph to repair the old line to give
contact with the Klondike Gold Rush and
that work was successful as the Canadian
Governmentfinanced it. The old line cabins
were repaired, heavier wire installed, new
poles erected and supply services set up.
Many men found employment on the line as
freighters, linesmen, operators, bridge
builders, boat men, dog sled drivers,
trappers and guides. Many cheechakos
{greenhams), headed for Dawson, needed Yukon Teiegmph
help as they ran into bad weather or out of ikey

food.

Yukon Telegmph sounder

The Yukon part ran until 1952 when the advent of wireless
communication ended the need for the Morse Code and the line.
The Telegraph Trail Preservation Society in Quesne! has worked
for years to mark, clear and display this trail under the guidanca
of Dwight Dodge.

Edited from an arficke by Andy Motherwel! published
in the Cariboo Quesnel Observer Apiit 6, 2071.
Images courtesy of Andy Motherwell and are dated
July 21, 1803 W estern Electric Co. and found at Soda
Creak

Andy Motherwatl is an amateur historian and wriles
his Historical Footnotes regularly in the Obsarver,
Andy is en Assoc@ate Member of the B.C. Histofical
Federalion and shares many historical siorles and
vignoties with the New sietior.

Check out the new book listings in the website

BOOK STORE

Barkerville, Quesnel & the Cariboo Gold Rush - Gordon R. Ellioti
Cannery Village: Company Town - Ken M Campbell

The Semiahmoo Trall: Myths Makers Memories - Ron Dowle
Kamiloops History: Fictions, Facts and Fragments - Wayne Norlon

ﬁ AWorld Apart: Crowsnest Communities of Alberta & BC - Norton

Hope and Forty Acres: A Neison Memoir - Reginald Dawson
Women of Pander Harbour: Their Voices, Their History -
Faulkner, Park, Jenks
:ifbchisiory. bications/stors/index.himl

MANANAAANANA

Princess Royal Day - 2010
156 YEARS OF MEMORIES by Pamela Mar

The 156" celebration of “Princess Royal Day”, In remembrance of
the arrival of the Brierley Hill settiers from England in the small
settiement of Nanaimo, is a special
year with the reopening of the newly
refurbished Bastion shortly before the
annual ceremony began on November
27". By 10:45 the sun was beginning
to shine and the crowds who had
come io see the restored building
heard Debbie Truman, Manager of
the Nanaimo Museum thanked all ;.
those who had confributed to the ™
resioration. The Mayor said that it
should now last for many, many more
years without problems.

For many of those in atiendance, it
was probably the first time they had
heard the traditional ceremony. Mrs.
Gertrude Parker and her niece Mrs. Roberta Miler rang the
Bastion Bell at exactly 11 o’ciock. Both are descendants of the
Ganner family who traveled on the Princess Royalin 1854. Brian
Barraclough of the John Thompson family took the Roll Call of the
24 tamilies who arrived in Nanaimo. Many descendants come
from afar each year to participate in the celebration,

Historian and author Jan Patarson gave an excellent talk
describing the joys and problems of transpoit the settiers would
have had in the early days. This was a special acknowlegement
totheGannerfmilywhomretheeadymaflandcartage

Chairman Gordon Miller pointed oulthe benefits of the harbour as
a transport medium for the early settiers and intoduced the
speakers who included May John Ruttan and MLA Len Krog. Mrs.
Muriel Mackay Ross organized the refreshments and a grateful
group of people crossed to the Museum for a very hearty stew,
coffee and cockies.

Will Bayliss, Koatenay Artist

The Gray Creek Historical Society has begun a digital archive of
the works of Wil Bayliss with the first display held at the 2010
Museum Days.

Will Bayliss was a |
prolific painter of {ocal :
scenes and people %
which are a fascinating
historical record of early
day East Shore,
Kootenay Lake,

The . Over 20 Will Baylias paint ngs and sketches
mtez?nf'g:yﬂ?asmvew anmd wo woodcarvings were assambled from
|g:|eople loa:edt::l): private collections for 2010 Museum Days

Bayiliss paintings and carvings for the Museum Days display. They
are working on their 2011 Museum Days and would like to add to
the display and are asking anyone with any Bawiss works 1o
contact them regarding the display. Contact Janet Schwieger at
250-227-9201 or gehistory@theeastshore.net

Will Bayliss was self-taught and painted the
countryside as he saw it in its characteristic
moods. He produced omate walking sticks, wall
plaques and numerous impressionisms. He died

in Nelson in December 1946, 9.




